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Prof. M V Pylee Award for Dr. T Pradeep

Prof. M V Pylee Endowment Award is one of the most reputed awards offered by a state
university in India to honour distinguished academicians

USAT honoured Padma Shri
Dr. T Pradeep, Professor, IIT
Chennai, with the Prof. M V Pylee
Award 2023 for the Distinguished
Academician in India. Anil Sahas-
rabudhe, NAAC Chairman, was
the chief guest of the award cere-
mony held on May 30 in the audi-
torium of Department of Polymer
Science and Rubber Technology.
P Rajeeve, Minister for Industries,
Law & Coir delivered the presiden-
tial address. Dr. R Bindu, Minister
for Higher Education officially
inaugurated the function. Dr. P
G Sankaran, Vice Chancellor, Dr.
V Sivanandan Achari, Registrar,
Dr. Sam Thomas, Director, IQAC
and Dr. P K Baby, Syndicate Mem-
ber, attended the function.
Delivering the presidential ad-
dress, minister P Rajeeve stressed
on the state government's objec-
tive to transform economy and
society into the ones based on
knowledge, through higher educa-
tion institutions. Pointing out that
the government is taking strong
steps to address brain drain, he
said, “The Cabinet has approved
the proposal for campus industrial
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MINISTERS P RAJEEVE AND DR. R BINDU HANDING OVER THE PROF. M V PYLEE AWARD 2023 TO DR. T PRADEEP

IN THE PRESENCE OF NAAC CHAIRMAN ANIL SAHASRABUDHE, VICE CHANCELLOR DR. P G SANKARAN AND
REGISTRAR DR. V SIVANANDAN ACHARI

Prof. MV Pylee
Endowment
Award consists
of a cash award
of ¥1 lakh,

a Citation and

a memento

parks in higher education institu-
tions. The industry will prioritise
research output and alumni ini-
tiatives. Students can work while
studying and will be given credits
depending on their hours of work
related to their subject of learning.
The website inviting applications
from universities in this regard
will be up very soon.”
Inaugurating the award cere-
mony, minister Dr. R Bindu spoke
about the role of a teacher in
transforming the life and mission

of students.

“The higher education insti-
tutions in the country would be
categorised as accredited and
non-accredited and rated from
level one to four to understand
their quality.” NAAC Chairman
Anil Sahasrabudhe said.

The award, instituted by CU-
SAT, is named after former Vice
Chancellor Padmabhushan Prof.
M V Pylee. The award consists of
a cash award of %1 lakh, a citation
and a memento.

Padma Shri Dr. Pradeep: The Scientist on a Clean Water Mission

r. Pradeep is a well-known acade-
mician who received the Padma
Shri in 2020 for his distinguished
works in the field of Science and Tech-
nology and the Shanti Swarup Bhatna-
gar Prize in 2008. The Institute Profes-
sor at IIT Madras, his research interests
include Molecular and nanoscale ma-
terials, clean water, surfaces, instru-
mentation, business incubation.
He conceptualised and built the In-
ternational Centre for Clean Water, at
IIT Madras with the objective of cre-

ating water professionals for tomor-
row. His key actions include building
a strong network of scientific minds
across academia and industry, nurtur-

ing technologies, incubating compa-
nies and tackling the socio-economic
issues related to water at the grassroots
level. To achieve the goal of deliver-
ing clean water through sustainable
means, this Centre partners with
various governments, co-operatives,
NGOs, and industries.

He has to his credit over 500 publi-
cations, total citations of 38,000+ and
H-index of over 90. Dr. Pradeep is not-
ed for his books and articles in English
and Malayalam, popularising Science.
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Dr. V Sivanandan Achari Assumes Office as Registrar

r. V Sivanandan Achari, pro-
fessor in Chemistry, former
Member, Syndicate, and former
Director, School of Environmen-
tal Studies, assumed office as the
Registrar in-charge of the uni-
versity on May 1. Dr. Achari’s ap-
pointment follows the tenure of
Dr. Meera V as the Registrar.
Dr. Achari, an academician with
23 years of teaching and research
experience in CUSAT, has held
the positions of Dean of Faculty
of Environmental Studies, Coor-
dinator of UGC-SAP-DRA Research
Programme, Chairman of Board
of Studies, Consultant in industry
specific environmental issues, and

process industries. A postgraduate
with second rank in M.Sc Analyt-
ical Chemistry from University of
Kerala, Dr. Achari completed his M
Phil, PhD, and two post-doctoral
research stints at Technical Uni-
versity of Delft, Netherlands.

He has guided 12 PhD Degrees
and has been instrumental in pro-
curing several high-value equip-
ment enabling high-level research
at the School of Environmental
Studies.

His significant research pro-
gramme on impact of tsunami on
Kerala coasts after the 2004 Indi-
an Ocean Tsunami, led to many
PhDs. An inventor of John-Siva-

DR. V SIVANANDAN
ACHARI

nandan Achari Equation, in phys-
ical chemistry to test the potential
contaminant removal efficiency
of carbon and other porous ma-
terials, he is the only academician
in the state to have an equation
named after him.

University Bids Farewell to Registrar Dr. V Meera

farewell function in honour
of Dr. V Meera, Registrar of
CUSAT, was organised at the De-
partment of Polymer Science and
Rubber Technology on April 25,
the day her tenure ended as she
retired from University service.
As the Registrar, she has proved
her mettle as an excellent admin-
istrator. Though she joined CUSAT
inJune 2020 when the Covid pan-
demic affected the activities at the
university, she was able to be a part
of initiatives aimed at enhancing
the well-being and sustainability
of the university.

It was during Dr. Meera’s ad-
ministration that CUSAT was
accredited by NAAC with A+, re-
ceived an NIRF ranking of 37 and
featured in the Times Higher Ed-
ucation World Ranking. During
her tenure, the university has
been able to make commendable
efforts to promote environmental
sustainability. Through the Green
Initiative Cell in the campus, the
Ernakulam Social Forestry Divi-
sion, in partnership with organi-
sations such as the Kerala Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, implemented fruit tree

Dr. Meera’s
tenure as

the Registrar
witnessed the
University's
NUMerous
collaborations
with academia
and industry
across the globe

planting, vegetable cultivation,
water management, and clean
energy projects.

The Registrar’s tenure has also
witnessed the University’s numer-
ous collaborations with academia
and industry across the globe.
Various MoUs, paving the way for
new academic programmes and
research partnerships, have been
signed with international univer-
sities and reputed industries. The
state’s first faculty start up policy
was introduced through RISE,
CUSATECH Foundation, through
RUSA funding during her tenure.

Longstanding issues, such as
the construction of a boundary
wall for the campus, which had
remained unresolved for decades,
could also find a positive resolu-
tion, enhancing the overall cam-
pus environment and security.

At the farewell function, Vice
Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran,
M Vijn MLA, Finance Officer Sud-
heer M S, Dr. S M Sunoj, Dr. Aldrin
Antony, Dr. Gireesh Kumaran
Thampi B S, Dr. Harigovind, Dr. Su-
priva M H, Anil Kumar R and Chi-
thra S H addressed the gathering.
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Dr. K K Saju is the New VC i/c of Kannur Varsity

D r. K K Saju, Head of the Di-
vision of Mechanical Engi-
neering, School of Engineering,
CUSAT, was appointed as the new
Vice Chancellor in-charge of Kan-
nur University.

According to the
notification issued
by Kerala Raj Bha-
van, Governor’s Sec-
retariat, Dr. Saju will
perform the duties
of Kannur University
Vice Chancellor with
effect from June 1,
2024 in addition to
his normal duties un-
til further orders.

Dr. Saju, a distin-
guished academician and admin-
istrator with an extensive career
spanning over 31 years, has made
significant contributions to both
the academic and industrial sec-
tors. He has served as the Director
of International Relations, Direc-

DR. KK SAJU

tor of Academic Admissions, Co-

at CUSAT.

ordinator of the Innovation and | DI.Saju has
Entrepreneurship Development | Served as the
Centre and Convener of the In- | Director of
dustry Institute Interaction Cell | |nternational
. | Relations,
. Dr. Saju’s acade'rmc Director of
journey began with a .
B.Tech in Mechan- Acad?mlc
ical Engineering Adm|55|0ns and
from Government | Coordinator
Engineering College, | 0f the
Thrissur, Master’sde- | |nnovation and
gree in Materials Sci- | Entrepreneurship
ence and Technology Development
from NIT Calicut, and Centre at CUSAT

a Ph.D. from CUSAT.
His administra-
tive journey started
by being the Head of Mechanical
Engineering Division in 2012 and
then the Director of Internation-
al Relations and Academic Admis-
sions in 2015. His administrative
acumen is further demonstrated
by his tenure asa UGC nominee to

the Syndicate of CUSAT from 2017
to 2021 and presently as the UGC
nominee to the Governing Coun-
cil of RMD Anna University.

Dr. Saju has executed projects
exceeding 100,000 US dollars,
showcasing his ability to secure
and administer substantial re-
search funding. His expertise is
in the field of materials science
especially biomaterials and bio-
medical implants and medical
imaging technologies. He also
started the Innovation and Entre-
preneurship Development Centre
sponsored by the Department of
Science and Technology at CUSAT
in 2014 and has been instrumental
in assisting students to materialise
their innovative ideas by funding
many projects of which many have
taken the shape of self-sustaining
establishments. He has also pub-
lished numerous research papers
in International and National
Journals.
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Higher Education Institutions have a Great Role
in Building a New Kerala: Dr. R Bindu

__TUThessnaEauun OF GUSAT-TBI Exension s l r &,
HONOUE lE WINNERS OF STARTUP GRANT 2024 ;

| ’L

5
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(44 he government is commit- | sq ft CUSAT TBI Extension in the | A ment into revolutionary solutions
ted to translating research | Kalamassery campusof CUSATon | DR REINDU, for social issues.
into entrepreneurial collabora- | March 14. FOR HIGHER Recalling the recent Cabinet
tions by offering training, facili- Stressing on the government 538.5\"&?,2#.‘(”‘5? decision on the Animation, Visual
tiesand funds. Higher educational | initiatives to strengthen the link | YOS INGHE | Effects, Gaming and Comics and
institutions have a major role in | between higher education and in- IT'?ICIIEJ)&?RION Extended Reality (AVGC-XR) pol-
building a new Kerala through a | dustries, she expressed hope that | THE PRESENCE icy, P Rajeeve, Minister for Indus-
knowledge economy that is open | the upcoming industrial parks &TNF;#EJREE(\)’E’ tries, Law and Coir, who presided
to ideas,” said Dr. R Bindu, Min- | in all campuses would translate }-{‘IND[;JE&FIQFS' LAW over the function said, “The poli-
ister for Higher Education and | research output in areas like elec- cy that focuses on inception and
Social Justice. She was speaking | tronic, marine sciences, IT, bio- expansion of 250 startup compa-
at the inauguration of the 10,000 | technology and waste manage- nies, employment opportunities

o
1

|
‘ a

o

and economic boost will make
use of the creative potential of the
state to expand Kerala’s technol-
ogy sector. Hoping that through
initiatives like this, CUSAT can ex-
plore the creative possibilities in
academics,” he said.

Minister Rajeeve also honoured
the 29 winners of the Startup
Grant 2024 of 330 lakh support-
ed by RUSA.

Vice Chancellor Dr. P G San-
karan, CUSAT-TBI coordinator
Dr. Sabu M K, Member Syndicate
Dr. S M Sunoj, RUSA coordinator
Dr. N Manoj and Registrar Dr. V
Meera spoke.

JANUARY-JUNE 2024
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THE SLS TEAM THAT WON THE FIRST PRIZE IN NATIONAL POLICY
DRAFTING HACKATHON

SLS Team Finishes
First in National Policy
Drafting Hackathon

Rekhil S, Akarsh P Chand, Gokul Thejus Me-
non and Tania Das K, students of School
of Legal Studies (SLS), secured first position
in the National Policy Drafting Hackathon
held in February at School of Law, NMIMS
University, Bangalore. The team presented a
comprehensive policy that facilitates smooth
integration of Autonomous Vehicles into the
Transport System.

Dr. S Bijoy Nandan Nominated as
Permanent Expert of IEG

r. S Bijoy Nandan,

Vice Chancellor,
Kannur University, and
Dean, Faculty of Ma-
rine Sciences, was nom-
inated in Januaryas the
Permanent Expert of
the International Ex-
pert Group (IEG) of the
Lomonosov Moscow

[\ L

corridor along the
Russian northern
coastline through
the Arctic Ocean,
serves as the most
direct maritime
route connecting
,r European and Far
Eastern ports. Op-
erating under the

State University Marine
Research Centre (LMSU
MRC), Russia in the area of Marine
Biology, Marine Pollution and Po-
lar Biology.

The IEG has 18 leading Russian
and foreign research institutes,
associations and public organi-
sations, that will study and doc-
ument the impact assessment of
coastal and transit Arctic ship-
ping, aswell as the North Sea Route
(NSR) port infrastructure, Russian
Arctic seas, its environment, pol-
lution, biodiversity, vulnerability
onaspatial and temporal coverage
and the possibility to apply them
for the shipping impacts monitor-
ing and methods.

The NSR, a critical shipping

DR. S BIJOY NANDAN

coordination of
the Rosatom State
Corporation as the NSR Infra-
structure operator, LMSU MRC is
executing the NSR Environmental
Monitoring Project to ensure the
environmental safety of the NSR
and facilitate its sustainable utili-
sation. NSR is a safe and cheaper,
shortest navigation and shipping
route for freight transportation
between Europe, India and coun-
tries of the Asia- Pacific region.
NSR is strategically important in
the maritime security and geopo-
litical issues of India and the en-
tire region. Thus the LEG will serve
as the nodal monitoring agency in
the operationlisation and sustain-
ability of the NSR.

NHRC Approves University’s Landmark
Study on Human Rights in Sports

n April, the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) gave approval
toaresearch proposal submitted by CU-
SAT. Titled ‘A Study on the Mechanisms
Adopted by Sports Bodies to Combat Hu-
man Rights Abuse and an Examination
of the Legal Policy Framework Along
with the Status of Implementation in
Kerala’, the project aims to shed light on
the crucial issue of human rights within
the realm of sports.

Dr. Ajith Mohan, Deputy Director and
Head, Department of Physical Educa-
tion, will lead the project as the Principal
Investigator. Dr. Hareesh N Ramanathan,

Associate Professor, School of Industri-
al Fisheries, and Dr. Sreejith S, Associate
Professor at the School of Legal Studies,
both from CUSAT, will serve as Co-Prin-
cipal Investigators.

The NHRC has approved a significant
supportamounting to ¥11,63,250 for the
duration of one year. This funding will
enable the research team to conduct an
in-depth analysis of the mechanisms
employed by sports bodies to address
human rights abuses, with a specific
focus on the state of Kerala. The study
holds immense promise in uncovering
crucial insights into the current legal

policy framework surrounding human
rights in sports and evaluating its effec-
tiveness in implementation. By address-
ing this pressing issue, the research
aims to contribute to the advancement
of human rights principles within the
sporting domain.

The approval from NHRC marks a
significant milestone in CUSAT’s ongo-
ing commitment to academic excellence
and social responsibility. Through this
research project, the university reaffirms
its dedication to addressing critical soci-
etalissues and promoting human rights
principles in all spheres of life.
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Computer Science
Students Bag Internship
in International and
National Institutes

As many as 23 students pursuing MSc. Com-
puter Science (Artificial Intelligence and Data
Science) at the Department of Computer Sci-
ence, secured internship in national and in-
ternational institutes. Internship offeres have
been secured by the two batches of five-year
integrated MSc. Computer Science (Artificial
Intelligence and Data Science) programme,
which was introduced recently in the uni-
versity. Now, there are 40 students under two
batches pursuing the programme.

Among the 23 students who received in-
ternship offer, one was accepted as intern
at Queen’s University, 11 at IIT, 4 at IIST, 2 at
IISER (Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research), one at NIT (National Institute
of Technology) and 3 at PixDynamics.

Photonics Student
Bags DAAD-WISE
Scholarship

Hiba P
Sainudeen, a
fourth-year
Integrated
MSc Photon-
ics student,
has been
chosen for
the esteemed
DAAD WISE
2024 Schol- HIBA P SAINUDEEN

arship for

conducting research as a part of sum-
mer internship. She will carry out her
internship on the project of ‘Soft X-Ray
production using laser-plasma source’
at the Max Born Institute for Nonlinear
Optics and Short Pulse Spectroscopy in
Berlin, Germany under the scholarship.
A native of Mannarkkad, Palakkad,
Hiba is the daughter of retired teach-
ers Sainudeen Perumannil and Bushra
Perumannil.

&b B8 OngUIW allgflevsl@d &3mag nilajodLdle: udes’ mae MmoImeo

330D 8RS AnfAU1W nil 9fl 6ol @d
M ud B3Iad agndedinfladled
nilgjodmdl & uwdas BMIo MNIMo

@ (Or] 6B30L186)S WIOEI OO B

306824 630a0 ag)eilail
@dlot) alall@d agymelailclers
Wlajod50003 6@ f|@@3 @mend
oM@ Qls] 20B2jlad msoml
2008 &8 WD allajled -
0088 @MW @086-24 (Rack
and Crack-24) a@noomI@d &)
g MWenUd el agydedlailclies
ailaadLdle:udHs8 6aMdo auadMo.
@30 QIBeH MA@ agyadelad)
@dle’ alleEAtle:80® @YBGatesd
A o)V, GENIAVITD 68 @), @G
@413 enilemaE @OOE) ag)alaIo
6m 20000 @l &§0aH @OAUIGW0
(@1UDMdAI(@ QY0 GNSIDV®).

oo Slsaral@  @)alelmearyd
O}Llo ®EMRIGIMMN CLISMIalDRNI®
2IPINEEROS NICWI HABHIMIBNTD
OAVIBIOLBUB Dale@IUIa] Bl
BUBHN®HDYo HNBESOUd milay
OWIOAZ MVNODWEDNIN'S B loMM
6210V MOMOVo HHSISEEROS Vo
0HHlBHOM MaNOVIBHNM EROB
Gandadl@dawy (Morphoshield) agyom
@oWdaiglal ag)@semo miaaeel
QeNd MBS (IUBCHNMAIG
@eM HAIG BOENVOOMIG @Ol
®0laflaj@. eaosomlean ailallw
C3:0822)&l3 MM 50@3 al®o
allgpdoadle:g80en 2O @
alO®:S;OM D).

More Than 600 Students Secure Campus
Placement; Highest Annual Package ¥25L

he Placement season at CUSAT
started in a big way with top
companies recruiting from the
campus by the first week of March.
Around 600 final year students
from various courses secured
jobs in high-profile companies
this year. The highest pay of this
placement season stands at 325
lakh per annum, and the average
pay package is 6.70 lakh.
Approximately 50 companies
visit CUSAT for placementWithin
few months into the placements
more than 110 students received
dream offers. There are 4 compa-
nies offering more than 15 lakh

per annum. The Major software
recruiters like TCS, IBM and Ac-
centure are scheduled to come to
the campus the next month for
the second phase recruitment.
The major companies that took
in students include CISCO, TCS,
Accenture, Air India, TATA PROJ-
ECTS, IBM, MRF, Ernst & Young,
UST, TATA ELXSI, SHOBHA CON-
STRUCTIONS, L&T Construction,
TATA Consulting Engineers, Hyun-
dai, Visteon, Alstom, Zifo, SAD, Re-
laince Industries, TATA POWER,
IOCL, Gail, Numaligarh Refinery,
Worley, Cairn Oil, Shapoorji & Pal-
lonji, Federal Bank and Gulf Asia.
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Physics Researcher
Chosen for
Nobel Laureate Meeting

Navya Sara Kurian, =
a research student
in the Department
of Physics, has been
selected for the 7th
Lindau Nobel Lau-
reate Meeting to be

held in Lindau, Ger-

many from June 30 A

to July 5. About 40 -

Nobel laureates, 150 ~ NAVYA SARA KURIAN
selected young researchers and postgraduate
students from all over the world will partic-
ipate in this meeting. Quantum physics and
quantum technology, artificial intelligence
and solutions to the energy crisis are the main
topics this year.

Students from India are nominated by the
Department of Science and Technology, India
and scrutinised by the Council for Lindau No-
bel Laureate meeting on the basis of academic
excellence. Navya, a researcher in Materials
and Metallurgy Laboratory, Department of
Physics, under Dr. Sabina, who pursues re-
search on luminescence in europium doped
silicate plants.

Natienal Level Bicycle Desige Chaflenge
114 FinglEue

CUSAT SOE STUDENTS WIN SECOND POSITION IN CYCLE DESIGN

Hermes Wins Second Position

in Cycle Design

I I ermes, the bicycle designing
club of the School of Engi-

neering, bagged the second posi-
tion in the Best Design category in
the bicycle designing competition
held at the Salem Knowledge Insti-
tute of Technology.

In the 5th National Bicycle De-
signing Competition of SAEINDIA
Southern Section on February 24
and 25, the seven-member team
won the second position in the

design category by scoring high
in the categories to determine
the value of the design and the
efficiency of the manufactured
bicycle.

SoE faculties Dr. Girish Kuma-
ran Thambi and Priyadarshi Datt
led the team including Captain
AnthonyJose and Jishnu KR, Anju
CL, LenaAlingal, Vishnu M Krish-
nan, Ashwin P A and Nadek Biju,
to victory.

Chennupathi and Vidya Jagdish
Scholarship for Photonics Students

Australian National University Offers Internship

Photonics Student Chosen
for MITACS Programme at
University of Victoria

wo fourth-year

Integrated MSc
Photonics students,
Sibira S S and Veda
C Dinesh have been
selected for the es-
teemed ‘Chennupathi
and Vidya Jagdish
Scholorship for Visit-
ing Students 2024°for
their research work as
part of their summer
internship.

They will join their internship
programme at the Australian Na-
tional University (ANU) in Can-
berra.

VEDA

SIBIRA

Veda is the daughter of Dinesh
Kumar C H and Swapna K Raja
from Wayanad. Sibira is daughter
of late Sreejith M S and SreejaM C
from Thiruvananthapuram.

S Akash, a third-year
student in the Inte-
grated MSc Photon-
ics programme at
the International
School of Photonics
(ISP), has been cho-
sen to participate
in the prestigious
MITACS GRI 24
programme at the SAKASH

University of Victoria.

Throughout the summer, he will engage in
research at the University of Victoria, focus-
ing on building ‘a compact source of squeezed
light’. Akash, the son of C S Sajikumar and
Ambili M K of Saji Nivas, Chengamanad, is a
sixth-semester MSc student at the ISP.
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Team Tarusa Motorsport Triumphs in BAJA SAE India
2024 with Groundbreaking BAJA Performance

eam Tarusa Motorsport,
Tproudly representing the

School of Engineering
etched an enduring legacy in the
BAJA SAE(Society of automotive
engineers) India 2024 competi-
tion held in January. Functioning
under the SAE CUSAT collegiate
club, the team’s performance dur-
ing the January 9th to 15th event at
National Automotive Test Tracks
(NATRAX) Pithampur, Madhya
Pradesh, secured them the covet-
ed All India Rank 1 (Overall) with
a cash prize of ¥1.15 lakh, in BAJA
2024.

The BAJA SAE India, an all India
inter-collegiate design competi-
tion, proved to be a testing ground
where participants conceptual-
ised, designed, built, tested, and
validated a single-seater four-
wheel All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV).

The event, simulating re-
al-world engineering design proj-
ects and their related challenges,
saw the participation of top engi-
neering collegeteams across the
country. In this BAJA competition,
Team Tarusa Motorsport partici-
pated in hBAJA , showcasing their
innovation in developing an ATV
powered by CNG.

The competition journey com-
menced with the Preliminary
round, where they secured All In-
dia Rank 1 among the 120 teams
participated, followed by a virtual
phase comprising both static and
virtual dynamic events.

The final and most crucial
phase, conducted at NATRAX, wit-
nessed rigorous physical testing,
solidifying Team Tarusa Motor-
sport’s proficiency and dominance
in every facet of the competition.

The team showcased unparal-
leled excellence across dynamic
events, claiming top honours in
the Endurance, Efficiency, Cost,
Safety, and Overall Dynamic cat-

A

TEAM TARUSA OF SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
SECURED THE COVETED ALL INDIA RANK

1 (OVERALL) WITH A CASH PRIZE OF ¥1.15
LAKH IN BAJA SAE INDIA, AN ALL INDIA
INTER-COLLEGIATE DESIGN COMPETITION,
FOR THEIR SINGLE-SEATER FOUR-WHEEL ALL-
TERRAIN VEHICLE (ATV)

egories.

The entire project, from design
to analysis and manufacturing,
was accomplished by the dedicat-
ed efforts of the 25 students led by
Vinay Chelakkal, Nihal Ahmed and
Romal Joshbin, highlighting their
technical prowess and hands-on
experience gained through this
remarkable endeavour.

Dronacharya Award

In recogni-
tion of their
exceptional
achievement,
the team’s
faculty advi-
sor, Assistant
Professor Pri-
yadarshi Dutt,
received the
Dronacharya
Award for his

PRIYADARSHI DUTT

outstanding guidance and leadership
throughout the project.
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SIF Students Emerge
Victorious in
Biodiversity Ideation
Challenge-2023

Vishnu K P and Ayana Lalu, second year post
graduate students of the School of Industrial
Fisheries, secured the first and third positions
respectively in ‘Biodiversity Ideation Chal-
lenge-2023’ instituted by the Kerala State Bio-
diversity Board (KSBB), Government of Kerala
under the category of Aquatic Biodiversity.
Students from universities/colleges, start-
ups, and youth from the general public of Ker-
ala participated in the event by submitting

l!,-‘\
VISHNUK P

AYANA LALU

their novel ideas for biodiversity conservation
in three categories: aquatic, forest and agro
biodiversity. Vishnu K P (MFSc Seafood Safety
and Trade) and Ayana Lalu (MSc Industrial
Fisheries) presented innovative ideas for the
sustainable management of aquatic ecosys-
tem and its health through marine fish and
marine debris prevention.

SoE Students
Runner-ups at
[IT Madras Techfest

School of Engineering students won the de-
sign competition organised by Department of
Civil Engineering, IIT Madras, in connection
with Techfest held from March 29 to 31. Third
year civil engineering students SiddharthaJ,
Shruti Ashok and Nandita S P won the second
position. The prize consists of a cash award
and a certificate of appreciation. The topic
of the competition was earthquake-resistant
foundation construction. Five among the
eight teams that made it to the finals of the
technical fest were from the University.

Consultants for Mangrove
Restoration and Livelihood
Enhancement Project from CUSAT

B

A I

DR. BIJOY NANDAN S

Experts from CUSAT, Dean
of Marine Sciences Dr. Bijoy
Nandan S, who is also the Vice
Chancellor of Kannur Universi-
ty, Dr. Hareesh N Ramanathan,
Associate Professor at the School
of Industrial Fisheries, and Dr.
Sreelakshmi S, Post Doctoral Fel-
low at the Department of Marine
Biology, were engaged as consult-
ants by the NGO Plan@earth in
March. This engagement comes in
the context of Plan@earth being
the implementation agency for a
substantial CSR project on Man-
grove Restoration and Conserva-
tion (MARC), funded by DP World

DR. HAREESH N RAMANATHAN  DR. SREELAKSHMI S

tothe tune of 2.5 crore extending
over three years.

The MARC project is multifac-
eted, encompassing not only the
restoration and conservation of
mangroves, but also interventions
aimed atenhancing the livelihoods
of local communities. The targeted
areas for intervention include Ku-
zhuppilly, Njarackal, Kadamakudy
and Pallipuram panchayats. The
key objectives of the project in-
clude the identification of 25 acres
of land for restoration, following
comprehensive scientific studies,
as well as the establishment of a
Nursery for Propagules.

Environmental Studies Researcher
Presents Paper in Spain

Riya K Alex, a re-
search scholar at
the School of Environ-
mental Studies, pre-

fessor at Centre for
Science in Society. She
used the travel allow-
ance granted by the

sented a paper on Solid Science & Engineering
Plastic Particles in Cos- Research Board (SERB)
metic Products Availa- = and the registration

ble in Indian Markets

at the 34th Annual Ses-

sion of SETAC Europe 3

held in Spain in June. =~ RIYAKALEX
Currently, she is carrying out

her research under Dr. Suja P Devi-

priya, Professor at the School of

Environmental Studies and Dr.

Abesh Reghuvaran, Assistant Pro-

grant given by SETAC
Europe to attend the
conference on ‘Urgent
importance of control
measures to mitigate pollution.’
Riya, a native of Kollam, is the
daughter of Alex Kumbukadan
and Adv. Rekha John of Kumbu-
kattu House.
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10 Students Score Ocean Country Partnership
Programme Scholarship

s many as 10 students from
CUSAT bagged the Ocean
Country Partnership Pro-

gramme (OCCP) Scholarship India,
hosted by the Association of Com-
monwealth Universities. The schol-
arship, funded through the UK’s
Blue Planet Fund, offers a unique
opportunity for students from
India to undertake a fully-funded
master’s in marine science.

Arya V Suresh, MTech Marine
Biotechnology, NCAAH, Mala-
vika L, MFSc Seafood Safety and
Trade, School of Industrial Fish-
eries, Nahala K V, MSc Industri-
al Fisheries, Ancy Joseph, M.FSc
Seafood Safety and Trade, School
of Industrial Fisheries, Jiya K J,
MTech Marine Biotechnology,
NCAAH, Ananya P R, M.Sc Ma-
rine Biology, Naveen S, M.Tech
Marine Biotechnology. NCAAH,
Kumar Shreshtha, M.Tech Marine
Biotechnology, NCAAH, Aparna
Sunilkumar, M.Sc Marine Biolo-
gy, and Anuradha Vishnuprasad,
MTech Marine Biotechnology,
NCAAH, received the scholarship.
The students will receive the full
tuition fee for one year of study
and an annual stipend allowance
0f 236,000. The scholars will also
be able to claim up to a maximum

ARYA V SURESH

ANANYAPR

NAVEEN S

of 1 lakh each towards their re-
search grant.

The scholarships are aimed at
scientists looking at further prog-
ress in the field of marine sciences.
These scholarships were launched
to support mid-career researchers
who wish to produce world-class
marine science-related research.

KUMAR SHRESHTHA

NAHALAKV

APARNA SUNILKUMAR

i 'r-. “:&

ANURADHA VISHNUPRASAD  ANCY JOSEPH

Over 700 Students Bag Impressive Campus Placements

he Placement season at CUSAT

started in a big way with top
companies recruiting from the
campus. Around 700 final year
students from various courses
secured jobs in high-profile com-
panies this year. The highest pay
of this placement season stands
at 25 lakh per annum, and the
average pay package is ¥7.32 lakh.
Approximately 75 companies visit

CUSAT for placement. There are 4
companies offering more than 15
lakh per annum. The highest num-
ber of placements is secured by
the students of Civil Engineering,
Electrical Engineering, Mechani-
cal Engineering, Law, MTech, MBA
and MSc programmes.

The major companies that
took in students include CISCO,
TCS, Accenture, Air India, TATA

The highest
pay of this
placement
season stands
at 325 lakh
per annum

PROJECTS, IBM, MRF, Ernst &
Young, UST, TATA ELXSI, SOBHA
CONSTRUCTIONS, L&T Con-
struction, TATA Consulting Engi-
neers , Hyundai, Visteon, Alstom,
Zifo, SAP, Reliance Industries,
TATA POWER, IOCL, Gail , Num-
aligarh Refinery, Worley, Cairn
0il, Shapoorji & Pallonji, Federal
Bank, Gulf Asia, Vedanta, Nayara
Energy.
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Safety and Fire Engineering Students
Secure Record Placement

M.Tech Students received 100% Placement, the ongoing Placement drive touched
93% recruitment of B.Tech Students so far

S tudents of CUSAT’s, Division
of Safety and Fire Engineering
are securing lucrative placements
this year. The students of B.Tech
(Safety and Fire Engineering) and
MTech (Industrial Safety) have
garnered significant recognition
and opportunities in the industry
with final year M.Tech students se-
curing 100% placements and final
year BTech students securing 93%
placement so far.

For the B.Tech Safety and Fire
Engineering students, a total of
91 offers have been extended to 63
students, reflecting the industry’s
confidence in their capabilities as
many as three offers for a student
.Notable placements are in presti-

Computer Science

Students Triumph in

Hackathon

Namitha MS, Athira Mohandas, FarhaTA,
and Sona Rosa Babloo, third year stu-
dents of five year Integrated MSc Computer
Science from the Department of Computer
Science, secured first prize on ‘HACKIFY’, a
hackathon programme conducted in May by
IEDC, Mar Athanasius College of Engineering,
Kothamangalam. Their team ‘Tech Sisters’

won a prize of ¥25,000.

gious companies such as GAIL, In-
dian Oil Corporation Ltd., Cairn,
Vedanta. The highest offered an-
nual package of 320 lakh secured
by 4 students at GAIL exempli-
fies the caliber of the graduates,
while the average CTC of 312.3
lakh highlights their promising
prospects across diverse sectors.
The batch has already achieved an
impressive placement percentage
of 93% with some more recruiters
scheduled to visit the campus in
the coming days. 27 students are
placed at L&T, 12 students at Ve-
danta and 11 at Tata.

Similarly, the M.Tech Pro-
gramme in Industrial Safety
(Health Safety and Environment

France.

Aiswarya S and
Sreelakshmi S, students
of International School
of Photonics, have se-
cured the achievement.

The placement
drive
witnessed an
overwhelming
response from
recruiters, with
the highest
offered annual
package
reaching ¥13.5
lakh for 2
students at
Vedanta. The
average CTC of
¥8.40 lakh

AISWARYA S

The programme is based on a
Memorandum of Understanding
between CUSAT and the University
of Technology of Troyes, France.
The selected students will
spend the final year of their five-
year integrated undergraduate

Specialisation, HSE) has achieved
a remarkable 100% placement
rate. The graduates have secured
placements in renowned com-
panies such as L&T, Worley, Tata
Projects, Vedanta, Shapoorji, and
KEC International, demonstrating
their adaptability and versatility
in various sectors. A total of 19 of-
fers have been extended to 11 stu-
dents with most students getting
multiple offers. The placement
drive witnessed an overwhelming
response from recruiters, with the
highest offered annual package
reaching ¥13.5 lakh for 2 students
at Vedanta and with an average
CTC 0f %8.40 lakh.

Exchange Programme; Two from
Photonics to Move to University of
Technology of Troyes

In June, two post-grad-
uate students of CU-
SAT qualified for an
exchange programme
at the University of
Technology of Troyes in

SREELAKSHMI S

programme in Photonics at the
University of Technology of
Troyes.

During this one year, they will
carryout research in the advanced
areas of Nanophotonics and Nan-
optics.
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Marine Sciences Researcher to Visit Taiwan’s National Pingtung University

itam Guha, research scholar ’ - coccus agalactiae and Streptococ-
Rat, Department of Marine Bi- h ‘ Ritam Guha cus iniae for Tilapia and Hybrid
ology, Microbiology and Biochem- | [ * will be in Taiwan groupe’.
istry, School of Marine Sciences, ' for two months Ritam will participate in the
received an opportunity to visit as part of the project deliverables and exchange
National Pingtung University of international of skills and knowledge at the

Aquatic Animal Health Division
at Pingtung University of Science

Science and Technology, Taiwan
for two months as a part of re-
search-based mobility exchange and Technology, Taiwan. His re-
and MoU-based international search is supervised by Principal
collaborative bilateral project in | RITAM GUHA Investigator and Associate Profes-
‘Vaccine development for Strepto- sor Dr. E Punnadath Preetham.

collaborative
bilateral project
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SES Research Scholar Presents Thesis on
Brahmapuram Fire Effects at Morocco University

Naveen SLal, aresearch scholar
at the School of Environmen-
tal Studies, presented his thesis at
Cadi Ayyad University, Marrakesh
in Morocco.

The presentation was made
at the 6th Euro-Mediterranean
Conference on Environmental

NAVEEN S LAL

Integration in June. The oral pre-
sentation was made on the topic
‘Heavy metals in dust fallout from
the atmosphere contaminated by

a catastrophic fire in a municipal
solid waste treatment plant locat-
ed in South-West India’, referring
to the mishap at Brahmapuram.

Naveen, a native of Manjummel,
is the son of Sudheer Lal T.C and
Maya P V of Harisree Nilayam,
Eloor, Ernakulam.

CUSAT Features in 301-305 Slab
in Times Higher Education Asia
University Rankings 2024

In May, CUSAT featured in
the 301-350 slab in the Times
Higher Education Asia Univer-
sity Rankings 2024, marking
a significant improvement of
two slabs in a year. In 2023,
CUSAT featured in the 401-500
slab. The 2024 edition of the
rankings was modified from
the original methodology ac-
cording to the changes made to
the World University Rankings
methodology in 2023, in order
to reflect the outputs of the
diverse range of research-in-
tensive universities across the

world. The performance indi-
cators grouped into five areas,
namely Teaching (the learning
environment); Research envi-
ronment (volume, income and
reputation); Research quali-
ty (citation impact, research
strength, research excellence
and research influence); Inter-
national outlook (staff, students
and research); and Industry (in-
come and patents). CUSAT has
registered moderate improve-
ment across various parameters
compared to the score from
2023.

Photonics Student
Awarded Charpak
Scholarship

Hiba P Sainudeen,
a student of Inter-
national School of
Photonics was, in
May, awarded the
prestigious Char-
pak scholarship
to complete her
final year integrat-
ed MSc Photonics
at ENSAT under HiBa P SAINUDEEN

the University of

Rennes, France. The admission was based on
a Memorandum of Understanding between
CUSAT and the University of Rennes. Hiba,
a native of Mannarkkad, is the daughter of
retired teachers Sainudheen and Bushra of
Perumannil House.
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Ship Tech Researcher Awarded Ocean
Frontier Institute Fellowship for
Autonomous Underwater Vehicles

Rahul Krishna H.,
a research schol-
ar at Department
of Ship Technology,
was in June awarded
a prestigious Ocean
Frontier Institute
visiting fellowship.
This fellowship will
enable him to pursue
advanced research on
Autonomous Under-
water Vehicles (AUV) at Memorial
University of Newfoundland, St.
John's, Canada, supported by a
research grant of 16,000 Cana-
dian dollars for his four months
research visit.

Rahul Krishna’s fellowship will
commence in July, and he will be
working under the supervision of
Dr. Ting Zou of Memorial Univer-
sity. His research will focus on de-
veloping advanced control meth-
odologies for underwater robots
in complex oceanic environments.
Additionally, he will participate in
sea trials at Newfoundland, Can-
ada using the ‘Explorer’ AUV, the
vehicle renowned for its Arctic

RAHUL KRISHNA H

underwater surveys.
Currently, Rahul is an-
alysing the hydrody-
namic performance
of the Explorer AUV
using the Computa-
tional Fluid Dynamics
STAR-CCM+ software
package at CUSAT.

Rahul has pub-
lished a research ar-
ticle on numerical
study of underwater vehicles such
as submarine models in an inter-
national journal ‘Physics of Fluids’
under the American Institute of
Physics publication. At CUSAT, Ra-
hul’s research is supervised by Dr.
Manoj T Issac, Assistant Professor,
Department of Ship Technology.

This award marks a historic
milestone for CUSAT, as Rahul is
the first research scholar from the
university to receive this presti-
gious fellowship, highlighting the
institution's excellence in ocean
engineering research.

Rahul is the son of Haridas KR
and Radhamany K S of Souparni-
ka, Panayappilly, Kochi.
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Three Qualify for Exchange Programme with Rennes University

n June, two postgraduate stu-

dents of the International
School of Photonics qualified for
an exchange programme at the
University of Rennes in France.

Loraien Raju Kalathil, Shabina
Abbas P and Hiba P Sainudeen
secured the achievement; they
will study in France with a full
scholarship as part of the Inter-
national Programme in Optical
Communication. The programme
is based on a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between CUSAT and
the University of Rennes, France.
Selected students will complete

They will study
in France with a
full scholarship
as part of the
International
Programme

in Optical
Communication

LORAIEN RAJU KALATHIL

SHABINA ABBAS P HIBA P SAINUDEEN

the final year of the five-year inte-
grated programme in Photonics at
the University of Rennes.

Over the past three years, sev-

en students have completed their
studies at the University of Rennes
as part of the international pro-
gramme.
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100% Placement for B.Tech in Naval Architecture

.
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he final year placement of
T B.Tech Naval Architecture
and Shipbuilding in the
Department of Ship Technolo-
gy is about to touch 100%. The
forty-fifth batch of B.Tech Naval
Architecture and Shipbuilding
programme is graduating this
year. Of the 38 students who com-
pleted the programme this year,
36 secured placements, i.e. 95%
have reached the placement level.
With more reputed compa-
nies offering jobs in the coming
days, the department will be able
to maintain the 100 % placement
status even after four and a half
decades. This year, the highest an-
nual package is ¥29.83 lakh and
the average package is ¥9.79 lakh.
Last year it was ¥17.3 lakh and %8.3
lakh, respectively. The students
have been placed in world-re-
nowned companies in the fields
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of Design and Consultancy, Clas-
sification Society, Shipyard, Heavy
Lift, Dredging and Oil and Gas.
35% of the students will be placed
in the UAE, 30% in Kochi, 30% in
Mumbai and 5% in Chennai.

Ten Indian Navy cadets who
have successfully completed BTech
Naval Architecture and Shipbuild-
ing from CUSAT this year are grad-
uates from the Department of Ship
Technology. They are leaving the
campus in the rank of Sub-Lieu-
tenant in the Indian Navy.

The placement activities are
coordinated by Aravind K R,
Anoop Chitrasenan, faculties of
the Department and Adarsh T O
and Vishnu, faculty placement
coordinators and Shiva S Mohan,
Abhishek Sankar, Student Place-
ment Coordinators, under the
guidance of Dr. Satheesh Babu PK,
Head of the Department.

100% Placement for
M.Tech Ship Technology

he Department of Ship Technology has se-

cured 100% placement in the twenty-eighth
batch of M.Tech in Computer Aided Structural
Analysis and Design (CASAD). This is a unique
post-graduate programme for graduates in civil,
mechanical and naval architecture. Cyber Ma-
rine, Sea Tech, CSS, VVC Industries, Sea Delta Ma-
rine and Aries Marine are the companies where
the students got the placement. The highest pack-
age is ¥6 lakh per annum. The average offer is
Z4.80 lakh. Dr. P K Satheesh Babu, Head of the
Department of Ship Technology and Dr. Manoj
T Isaac, M.Tech Programme Coordinator are co-
ordinating the placement activities. Started in
1995, M.T Tech Computer Aided Structural Anal-
ysis and Design (CASAD) graduates are working
in reputed companies in the fields of Design and
Consultancy, Research and Services, etc.
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International Maritime Conference: Best
Research Paper Award for SLS Students

wo students of

School of Legal
Studies (SLS) won the
award for best research
paper at the two-day
International Maritime
Conference 'Explor-
ing Frontier of Marine
World: Legal and Com-
mercial Dynamics' held
in April.

Rekhil S and Aswathy
Krishnan, final Year B.Com LLB
students, won the Best Research
Paper Award at the conference
held at ICFAI Law School, Hyder-
abad in association with Cham-

i

ASWATHY KRISHNAN REKHIL S

bers of George Rebello. Their
paper is titled 'Marine Environ-
mental Monitoring in Admiralty
Jurisdiction: Technological Inno-
vations and Policy Analysis'.

International Travel Grant Awarded

itam Guha and
Nandhakumar K.,
PhD scholars of Depart-
ment of Marine Biology,
Microbiology, and Bio-
chemistry at the School
of Marine Sciences,
were in June awarded a
travel grant from Bacti-
Vac Network, University
of Birmingham, United
Kingdom to participate in the 5th
Annual Network meeting to be
held in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
from November 4 -7.
Ritam and Nandhakumar have
been granted an amount of £1500

RITAM GUHA

NANDHAKUMAR K

to participate in the upcom-
ing meeting after a competitive
screening and will present their
ongoing projects in the develop-
ment of aquatic vaccines in the
meeting.

MBAI-SGP Award for Marine Biology Student

Sc Marine Bi-
ology student
Rafa P R in April re-
ceived the Dr. EG Si-
las Small Grant pro-
gramme by the Marine
Biological Association
of India (MBAI), CM-
FRI campus, Kochi.
The award is for her \
research on Ecologyof RAFAPR

benthic cyanobacteri-
al communities in the
Mangrove ecosystems
along the southwest
coast of India.

Rafa is the daugh-
ter of Hamsa and
Zainaba of Putharik-
kal, Parappanangadi,
Malappuram.

BRNS Young Scientist
Award to Dr. Pankaj Sagar

Dr. Pankaj Sagar,
Head and Assistant
Professor, Depart-
ment of Instrumen-
tation, was in April
honoured with pres-
tigious DAE-Young
scientist award
instituted by the
Board of Research
in Nuclear Science
(BRNS).

The award provides a research fund of 35
lakh for his project on Design and Implemen-
tation of instrumentation for Characterising
and Visualising Cryogenic Two-Phase. He is
concurrently leading other impactful re-
search endeavours funded by SERB, Kerala
Startup Mission and RUSA 2.0. Dr. Pankaj is
the son of Adv S Vidyasagar, Senior Lawyer
in Kerala High Court, and Anita Vidyasagar,
Food Safety Consultant. His wife Sonia Chan-
dran is a Senior Engineer at Tata Elxsi.

DR. PANKAJ SAGAR
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DR. R BINDU, MINISTER FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, WITH THE AWARDEES

ALY mader RELIRK D
ambbyl feicweint

Distinguished Young Faculty,
Researcher Awards Distributed

66 oung researchers
should be able to
develop technology

for the nation. The concept of
knowledge society should be the
aim of higher education insti-
tutions," said Dr. R Bindu, Min-
ister for Higher Education and
Pro-Chancellor of the Universi-
ty. The Minister was speaking on
February 23 after distributing the
Distinguished Young Faculty and
Distinguished Researcher Awards
2023 instituted by the CUSAT to
recognise the outstanding re-
search work of young teachers and
researchers.

Concerned about brain drain
and the country’s intellectual
wealth boosting only economies
of foreign nations, the minister
asked institutions to prioritise ef-
forts for brain gain by making use
of alumni and their achievements.

In the last three years, the gov-
ernment allocated 6,000 crore

for infrastructure development in
universities. The bright minds of
our land should make use of vari-
ous Nava Kerala projects to come
up with innovations to improve
quality of life and create a knowl-
edge ecosystem and lead Kerala
from the forefront.

Dr. Baby Chakrapani P S, As-
sistant Professor, Department of
Biotechnology, Dr. Saji KJ, Associ-
ate Professor, International School
of Photonics, Dr. Devi Soumyaja,
Assistant Professor, School of
Management Studies, and Dr.
Bijoy A Jose, Associate Professor,
Department of Computer Sci-
ence, received the Distinguished
Young Faculty Awards. Moham-
mad Sajid N (School of Manage-
ment Studies), Vijay K V (Inter-
national School of Photonics),
Akhil Prakash E (Department of
Marine Biology, Microbiology and
Biochemistry) and Sreenath A V
(Department of Atmospheric Sci-

The Minister
also distributed
various
endowment
awards to 33
students of
CUSAT

ences) received the Distinguished
Researcher Awards.

The Minister also distributed
various endowment awards to 33
students of CUSAT. A copy of the
first module of STREAM Ecosys-
tem was also released by Minister
Dr. Bindu, who handed over a copy
to C-SIS Director Dr. P Shaiju.

The Distinguished Young Fac-
ulty and Distinguished Research-
er Awards are instituted at CU-
SAT using the prize money of the
Chancellor's Award instituted by
the state government for the best
universities. The awardees were se-
lected by a panel of experts in the
field of academic research.

Vice Chancellor Dr. P G San-
karan presided over the function.
Dr. P K Baby, Member Syndicate,
Dr. Unnikrishnan, Chairman of
the Award Selection Committee
and former Director of NPOL,
Dr. Meera V, Registar, and Dr. Sam
Thomas, Director, IQAC, spoke.
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$2.03 Crore Marie Curie Fellowship for Photonics
Researcher to Develop Artificial Electronic Skin

D r. Shijeesh MR, a
researcher in the
International School
of Photonics, has been
awarded Marie Skalo-
dowska Curie Action
Postdoctoral Fellow-
ship worth 32.03
crore for the fabrica-
tion of self-powered
graphene transis-
tor-based artificial electronic skin
at the Technical University of Ma-

DR. SHIJEESH M R

ogies.
For two years of academic

drid, Spain. This is the
most distinguished
fellowship in the field
of international re-
search awarded by
the European Com-
mission to foster the
creative and innova-
tive ideas of doctoral
researchers and to
develop new technol-

This is the most
distinguished
fellowship in
the field of
international
research
awarded by
the European
Commission

research and over 6 months of
industry-based research, Dr. Shi-
jeesh has earned the right. This
great achievement came from
doing research with Dr. Saji K7J,
Head of the International School
of Photonics at Cochin University.

A native of Iritty, Kannur, Shi-
jeesh is the son of late Surendran
and Vasantha. His wife Dr. Vinisha
CV is engaged in postdoctoral re-
search at the University of Greno-
ble Alpes, France.

ACARR Researcher Wins
DST Research Fellowship
worth over ¥30 lakh

Tesna Maria,
a doctoral
student affiliat-
ed with the Ad-
vanced Centre
for Atmospheric
Radar Research
(ACARR), success-
fully secured a
five-year research
fellowship from
the Department of
Science and Technology's (DST) Women in
Science and Engineering initiative (WISE).

Tesna is currently pursuing her Ph.D. at
ACARR under the guidance of Dr. Ajil Kot-
tayil. The fellowship was granted based on
the research proposal submitted to DST
by Tesna, collaboratively drafted with her
research supervisor, who will also serve
as the project's mentor. An allocation ex-
ceeding T30 lakh has been sanctioned for
the project, which aims to investigate the
characteristics of deep convective cloud
systems prevalent in the Indian monsoon
region. These cloud systems have the po-
tential to induce intense rainfall events,
and the study will contribute valuable in-
sights from a climatic perspective.

TESNA MARIA

Marine Biology Assistant Professor

Bags ¥54 Lakh Project Grant

D r. Swapna P An-
tony, Assistant
Professor, Depart-
ment of Marine Biol-
ogy, Microbiology and
Biochemistry bagged
in February a major
project for 54 lakh
on ‘Metagenomic Ex-
ploration of the Deep
Ocean Viruses: Taxo-

nomic Assignment and Biopros-
pecting’ from Ministry of Earth

A
fav &

-
"
-

-
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DR. SWAPNA P ANTONY

Sciences (MoES) for
funding against the
special Call for pro-
posals under Deep
Ocean Mission.
Dr.Swapnais daugh-
ter of Antony P O and
Molly Antony, Punna-
thara House, Valliyaku-
lam, Udayamperoor
and wife of Dr. Afsal V

V (NETFISH- MPEDA), Varapambil
House, West Kadungalloor, Aluva.

Marine Sciences Faculty Awarded
¥30 Lakh SERB Grant
|

r. Lathika Cicily

Thomas, Assis-
tant professor, De-
partment of Marine
Biology, Microbiolo-
gy and Biochemistry,
received a research
grant of T30 lakh
from Science and En-
gineering Research
Board (SERB), under
the Start up research
grant (SRG).

The grant is sanctioned to

DR. LATHIKA CICILY THOMAS

study the influence
of climate change on
harmful algal blooms
along the south west
coast of India. The
project aims to under-
stand the cross links
between the increased
occurrence of harm-
ful algal bloom events
along the west coast of
India with the chang-

ing climatic events and increased

anthropogenic pollution.
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ISP Professor Gets
Indo-French Research
Grant of ¥1.47 Crore

Dr. M Kailasnath,
Professor, Interna-
tional School of Pho-
tonics and Dean of
the Faculty of Tech-
nology, received
an Indo-French re-
search grant of31.47
crore. The grant was
awarded for devel-
oping ‘Compact
whispering gallery
modes microsphere visible light sources
based on single quantum emitters’.

Apart from Dr. Kailasnath, Dr. Stéphane
Trebaol and Dr. Yannick Dumeige from Uni-
versity of Rennes 1, Dr. Biju P R from Mahatma
Gandhi University, and Dr. Samuel Varghese
from SFO Technologies, NEST, Cochin, will be
part of the research.

DR. M KAILASNATH

DST WISE Kiran Fellowship
for Instrumentation
Research Scholar

Chinnu V K, Re-
search Scholar from
the Department of
Instrumentation,
was in January
awarded the pres-
tigious DST-WISE
KIRAN Fellowship
for her research on
the ‘Synthesis and
characterisation
of Cryo-compatible piezo material and its
applications in cryogenic instrumentation’
awarded by the Department of Science and
Technology, to support women scientists and
technologists. This fellowship comes with a
substantial research grant of 317 lakh.

Chinnu V K conducts her research under
the guidance of Dr. Pankaj Sagar, Head and
Assistant Professor, Department of Instru-
mentation. Hailing from Thrissur, Chinnu
is the daughter of Usha K R and the wife of
Midhun KN.

CHINNU

WISE-PDF Fellowship for Researchers

from Statistics, SES

aishnavi Pavithra-

das, a research stu-
dent, Department of
Statistics, was awarded
a WISE Fellowship for
Ph.D. (WISE-PhD) by
Department of Science
and Technology, Minis-
try of Science and Tech-
nology, Government of

i

India for pursuing re- VAISHNAVIPAVITHRADAS  DR.HARSHAK

search in basic and ap-

plied sciences. Besides the fellow-
ship amount 0f 317.76 lakh +HRA,
Vaishnavi will get a research grant
of ¥4 lakh and 32 lakh as overhead
for four years of research. Vaishna-
vi pursues her research under the
guidance of Dr. G Rajesh, Pro-
fessor and the project is entitled
‘Nonparametric Estimation of
Quantile-Based Entropy Function
Under Length-Biased Data.’

Fellow, School of Environmental
Studies (SES), was in February
awarded a WISE - PDF Fellow-
ship-2023 by the Union Ministry
of Science and Technology for
women scientists: ¥19.80 lakh
and HRA as a fellowship, 6 lakh
as a research grant, and 33 lakh
for research equipment for three
years of research. Dr. Harsha is
continuing her research under the

Dr. Harsha K., a Postdoctoral | guidance of Dr. Suja P Devipriya.
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JUCND Brings Home Three Patents So Far

Research at In-
ter University
Centre for Na-
nomaterials and
Devices (IUCND)
have brought home
three patents in the
first half of 2024.
Most of the patents
are granted for the
initiatives of Dr.
Honey John, Hon-
orary Director of the Centre and
Professor at Department of Poly-
mer Science and Rubber Technol-
ogy (PS&RT).

Triboelectric power generator

In February, CUSAT was granted
an Indian Patent IN 511688 for
the development of triboelectric
power generator based on a novel
conducting polymer-polydimeth-
ylsiloxane composite. The patent
is an outcome of the research car-
ried out at Department of PS&RT
by Dr. Honey John, former PhD
Scholar Dr. Divya Jose, Post-Doc-
toral Fellow Dr. Jelmy E J and re-

DR. HONEY JOHN

DR. DIVYA JOSE

tired Professor Dr. Rani Joseph.

A groundbreaking composite
incorporating conducting poly-
mer and polydimethylsiloxane
polymer has been innovated for
triboelectric nanogenerators
(TENG), paving the way for har-
nessing energy from diverse sourc-
essuch as vibrations, wind, human
motion, and ocean currents.

Triboelectric Nanogenerators

CUSAT received a patent to de-
velop rubber nanocomposites
as Triboelectric Nanogenerators
(TENGs) in April. The project
aims at the development of en-
vironmentally friendly rubber

DR. JELMYEJ

Most of the
patents are
granted for

the initiatives
of Dr. Honey
John, Honorary
Director, IUCND

DR. RANI JOSEPH

MEERA SATHYAN

nanocomposites as TENGs for
real-time health monitoring and
energy harvesting from wind and
body movements. Dr. Honey John
and Prof. Mats Andersson from
Flinders University are the prin-
cipal investigators for this project.

Nanomaterial Research

In April, CUSAT was granted a pat-
ent for the research on the Process
of Iron Oxide Assisted Rolling of
Molybdenum Sulphide to One
Dimensional Tubular Structures.
The patent is an outcome of the
research carried out at the by Dr.
Honey John and Meera Sathyan at
Department of PS&RT.

L 1

DR. K S BEENA

Eco-friendly Radio Wave Absorber

USATwasinJanuarygranted

an Indian patent for the in-
vention of ‘efficient eco-friendly
radio wave absorber”.

The patent was facilitated by
the IPR facilitation cell at Inter
University Centre for IPR Stud-
ies (IUCIPRS). The patent is an
outcome of the research carried

PROF. ANJU PRADEEP

DR. RAHULMANOHAR O

out by the inventors Dr. Rahul
Manohar O., Former research
Scholar, Dr. K S Beena and Anju
Pradeep, Professors, School of
Engineering.

This invention provides a
multi-layer frequency selective
radio wave absorber using coir,
rubber and copper wire.

Edge Computing Software
Performance Analysis System

r.Santosh Kumar G., Professor,

Department of Computer Sci-
ence, and Binu Ayyappan, research-
er, received a patent in January for
their innovation titled ‘Edge Com-
puting Software Performance Anal-
ysis System’. The invention is based
on the work done in the Cyber-Phys-
ical Systems Lab CUSAT.

This system aims to measure the
performance of Edge computing
systems and identify issues before
they are used. Its comprehensive
hardware and software frame-
work is designed to measure the
performance characteristics of ap-
plications and algorithms, with a
groundbreaking paradigm called
Behavioral Analysis.

BINU AYYAPPAN
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Researchers Name New Marine Tradigrade
Species after Chandrayaan Mission

This newly-discovered species, Batillipes Chandrayaani, was found in the intertidal
beach sediments of Mandapam coast, Tamil Nadu

esearchers from the De-
partment of Marine Biolo-
gy in May discovered a new

species of marine tardigrade, col-
loquially known as water bears -- a
phylum of eight-legged segmented
micro-animals.

This microscopic creature has
been named as Batillipes Chan-
drayaani, a homage to the Chan-
drayaan-3, the first-ever successful
lunar south pole landing mission
hosted by the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) in
2023.This newly described species
was found in the intertidal beach
sediments of Mandapam coast,
Tamil Nadu.

The present species is similar in
size to other tardigrades, measur-
ingaround 0.15 millimeters (mm)
in length and 0.04 mm in width
characterised by four pairs of legs.

This novel species was dis-
covered by Vishnudattan N K,
research scholar, and Dr. S Bijoy
Nandan, senior professor, Depart-
ment of Marine Biology, as a part
of an extensive marine biodiver-

“ iy

DR. S BIJOY NANDAN AND VISHNUDATTAN N K

Tardigrades are
known for their
extraordinary
resilience and
survival abilities
in extreme
environmental
conditions

sity survey conducted along the
Tamil Nadu coast.

Tardigrades are microscopic
water-dwelling animals. This is
for the third time a marine tardi-
grade is described from the Indian
waters and also the second time
from the east coast. Earlier, the
same research team had discov-
ered a marine tardigrade from the

BATILLIPES CHANDRAYAANI

south west coast (Stygarctus keral-
ensis)in 2021 and south east coast
(Batillipes kalami) in 2023. “Much
like the space mission to unravel
the secrets of the Moon, Batillipes
chandrayaani represents the vast
potential for scientific discov-
ery that lies hidden within our
oceans,” said the researchers, in a
statement here.

SIF Faculty’s Study Scores ¥17.19 Lakh Funding

r. Hareesh N Ra-

manathan, Asso-
ciate Professor in Busi-
ness Management,
School of Industrial
Fisheries, has been
awarded the prestig-
ious Department of
Scientific and Indus-
trial Research (DSIR)
A2K+ funding for a
study on the University Ecosystem
in Driving Science & Technology

T
DR. HAREESH RAMANATHAN

Innovation and the - -
Extent of its Dissemi- | TNiS pan India
nation for Enhancing | study will be
Women Productiv- | co-investigated
ity and Wellbeing. | by Dr.Simmy
The project has been Kurian, HoD of
granted with a total
funding of ¥17.19 lakh Manggeme.nt
for a duration of one Studies, Jain
year. This pan India De_emed_'to'be'
study will be co-in- | University
vestigated by Dr. Simmy Kurian,

Professor and Head of the Depart-

ment of Management Studies, Jain
Deemed-to-be-University.

This research endeavor holds
immense potential to unravel the
intricate dynamics of university
ecosystems and their impact on
driving scientific and technolog-
ical innovation. By focusing on
enhancing women's productivity
and wellbeing, this study aspires to
contribute towards creating more
inclusive and equitable environ-
ments in academic institutions.
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Localised Marine Weather Information can
Complement Forecast, Save Fisher’s Lives: Study

At Thiruvananthapuram coastal areas, about 50,000 fishermen have witnessed 145 deaths of fishers
between 2016 and 2021, and another 146 caught in the severe cyclonic storm Ockhi in 2017

66 S mall-grid forecasts al-
low fishers to launch
and land boats at se-

cure spots, fish close to the shore,

avoid high-wind ocean areas, and
quickly return when the weath-
er turns foul,” said Dr. Abhilash

S, director of CUSAT’s Advanced

Centre for Atmospheric Radar Re-

search (ACARR), a coauthor of the

paper and doctoral supervisor of
lead author Prabhat Kurup. “Fur-
ther, availability of such forecasts
can limit the number of fishing
days lost due to blanket warnings
that may not be relevant to local
areas where the fishers go,” he
added. IMD senior scientist Dr.

VK Mini, ACARR researcher Dr. M

Sarang, Sussex climate researcher

Dr. Netsanet Alamirew and Sussex

visiting research fellow and fac-

ulty at Life sciences department,

Christ University, Bengaluru, Prof

Max Martin are the other coau-

thors of the paper.

At Thiruvananthapuram coast-
al areas, about 50,000 fishermen
have witnessed 145 deaths of fish-
ers on the job between 2016 and
2021, and another 146 caught in
the very severe cyclonic storm
Ockhi in November 2017. Fish-
ers have been demanding better
forecasts. “Ocean basins, espe-
cially the eastern Arabian Sea, is
warming rapidly due to climate
change. This warming affects the
lives and livelihoods of tradition-
al artisan fishers and the coastal
communities,” Dr. Abhilash said.
“Weather systems such as cyclones
and deep depressions are becom-
ing more intense; so, the fishers
have to take more risks. The most
effective solution is to include
them in a localised, communi-
ty-orientated, impact-based fore-
casting system and co-produce
weather information.” The study
highlighted the diverse wind con-
ditions prevalent on India’s south-

The research
was supported
by UK Research
and Innovation,
Sussex
Sustainability
Research
Programme
and the Royal
Geographical
Society

western coast. The wind regime
along this coast is diverse, with
the speed increasing towards the
south in Kanyakumari district of
Tamil Nadu. “That would call for
localised, sub-regional and cross-
state-border wind forecasts that
are highly relevant for artisanal
fishers,” the paper noted.

The paper is an outcome of the
Sussex-led safe-fishing research
Forecasting with Fishers in Thiru-
vananthapuram district of south-
western India.

The research was supported
by UK Research and Innovation,
Sussex Sustainability Research
Programme and the Royal Geo-
graphical Society. The study used
a numerical weather prediction
system called Weather Research
Forecasting model downscaled at
a5x5km resolution with 1-3 days’
lead. It was validated against ERAS
global reanalysis data that pro-
vides hourly estimates of a large
number of atmospheric, land and
oceanic climate variables. The
model showed the best perfor-
mance for moderate wind events
at 1-day lead. Test forecasts issued
for south, north and central parts
of Thiruvananthapuram were
much sought after by traditional
fishermen who collaborated in
the study.

Along with IMD, Indian Na-
tional Centre for Ocean Informa-
tion Services, people’s tech firm
Gram Vaani, Radio Monsoon
community weather service col-
laborated with local fishers in this
research. “We hope our work can
lead to more localised weather ser-
vices by the national forecaster,”
Dr. Abhilash said.
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SCREEN GRABS OF THE ONLINE MEETING FORMALISING THE MOC BETWEEN CUSAT AND UTAS

Academic Alliance with Oman Varsity to

Empower Maritime Future

USAT and the University of
CTechnology and Applied
Sciences (UTAS) in Musan-
dam, Sultanate of Oman, formal-
ised a Memorandum of Cooper-
ation (MoC) through an online
ceremony on January 9. Repre-
senting a pivotal leap in regional
maritime education, Dr. Meera V,
Registrar, CUSAT, and Dr. Ahmed
Said Ahmed Al Shahri, Assistant
Vice Chancellor, UTAS, Oman,
jointly signed the MoC, marking a
significant milestone in fostering
academic collaboration between
both institutions.
Dignitaries present included
Dr. Ahmed Said Ahmed Al Shahri;

Dr. Gharib Ismaeel Gharib Al
Matroshi; and Dr. Krishna Priya
Remamany from UTAS-Musan-
dam, alongside Dr. P G Sankaran,
Vice Chancellor; Dr. Meera V; Dr.
Satheesh Babu, Head, Department
of Ship Technology; Dr. Hareesh
Ramanathan, Director Interna-
tional Relations; Dr. M Kailasnath,
Dean, Faculty of Technology; and
Aravind KR, Assistant Professor,
Department of Ship Technology,
from CUSAT.

This strategic alliance signifies
an earnest commitment to rede-
fine maritime education norms,
blending innovative methodol-
ogies and shared knowledge dis-

The MoC
signifies

an earnest
commitment

to redefine
maritime
education
norms, blending
innovative
methodologies
and knowledge
dissemination
between CUSAT
and UTAS

semination between CUSAT's De-
partment of Ship Technology and
UTAS Musandam. This collabora-
tion will help in sharing the vast
expertise of Department of Ship
Technology to introduce special-
ised courses in Naval Architecture
and Ship Building at UTAS Musan-
dam apart from faculty exchange,
joint research, joint conferences
etc.

This historic MoC signifies a
momentous stride in reshaping
the global maritime education
landscape, steering towards a tra-
jectory of excellence and innova-
tion.

MoU Inked with NATPAC on Public Transport Studies

n March, Division of Civil Engineering,
School of Engineering, and National
Transportation Planning and Research

Centre (NATPAC) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to collaborate on research
in Water, Air, Highway, Engineering, Traf-

fic & Transportation Planning,
road safety, transport economics
and management. The MoU was
signed to collaborate with CUSAT
at the academic level to carry out
research and consultancy projects
as per the country's needs.

Research topics will include
economic feasibility, public trans-
port studies, social and economic
impact analysis, transport energy
and pollution, water transport
and innovative transport system
applications.
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FACT Chair Professorship to be Initiated in SOE

USAT and Fertilizers and
C Chemicals Travancore

(FACT) Ltd. forged a strate-
gic partnership to propel research
in Health, Safety, and Environ-
mental Engineering through a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) inked on March 11 at FACT
Udyogamandal campus, bringing
together key stakeholders, digni-
taries, and representatives from
both CUSAT and FACT.

The MoU will offer a platform
for CUSAT to elevate its research
capabilities in the realm of Health,
Safety, and Environmental Engi-
neering. The collaboration is also
anticipated to pave the way for in-
novative breakthroughs, further
establishing CUSAT as a hub for
groundbreaking research in the
domain of safety and environmen-
tal engineering.

The primary objective of this
collaborative venture is the estab-
lishment of a distinguished FACT

12

OFFICIALS OF CUSAT AND FERTILIZERS AND CHEMICALS TRAVANCORE (FACT) LTD AFTER INKING THE MOU

The MoU is a
platform for
CUSAT to elevate
its research
capabilities in
Health, Safety,
Environmental
Engineering

Chair Professorship in the Divi-
sion of Safety and Fire Engineer-
ing at the School of Engineering.
This academic initiative aims to
amplify the ongoing research en-
deavors of the Division and fortify
its position as a leading center for
excellence in safety and fire engi-
neering studies.

This collaboration signifies a

pivotal moment for both insti-
tutions, as it underscores their
shared commitment to advancing
research and fostering academic
excellence. The FACT Chair Profes-
sorship is poised to be a catalyst for
cutting-edge research initiatives
that will contribute significantly
to the fields of Health, Safety, and
Environmental Engineering.

Alliance with Pohang University for
SPARC Project to Combat Air Pollution

n April, CUSAT received a

major project to work on the
impact of air pol-
lution on human
health in collabo-
ration with the Po-
hang University of
Science and Tech-
nology (POSTECH),
South Korea.The
project was bagged
under the Scheme
for Promotion of
Academic and Re-
search Collaboration (SPARC),
an initiative of Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Development,
Government of India, aims at
improving the research ecosys-
tem of India’s higher education-

al institutions by facilitating
academic and research collab-

orations between
top ranked Indian
Institutions and
globally ranked
Foreign Institu-
tions, through Joint
Research Projects
involving mobili-
ty of students and
faculty.

DR. USHA K ARAVIND

For the next two
years, in the third
phase of SPARC, Dr. Usha K Ara-
vind, School of Environmental
Studies, from the Indian side
and Prof. Taiha Joo from POS-
TECH from the Korean side are
the lead investigators.

-

MoU Signed with NCMRWF

CUSAT and National Centre for Medium
Range Weather Forecast (NCMRWF) signed
a memorandum of understanding in March,
according to which, the two research insti-
tutes will work together to develop models
to meet the challenges of atmospheric sci-
ence and improve the existing space science
models.

The event was organised at the Advanced
Center for Atmospheric Radar Research
(ACARR). Through this MoU, projects have
been initiated where researchers can ex-
change innovative ideas.
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US Consulate General Chennai to Open
Amerlcan cOrner |n Kochi

-
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THE US EDUCATION TRADE DELEGATION OF 18 US UNIVERSITIES WITH THE STATUTORY OFFICERS OF CUSAT

next generation of Indian

and American changemakers
through Science, Technology, En-
gineering, Arts, and Mathematics,
CUSAT inked a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) on February
16 with the US Consulate General
Chennai to establish an American
Corner at CUSAT in Kochi. On the
sidelines of a visit by the US Edu-
cation Trade Delegation of 18 US
universities to CUSAT, US Consul
General Christopher W Hodges
and CUSAT Registrar Dr. V Meera
signed the MoU in the presence of
Vice Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran.

The new American Corner at
CUSAT will join a network of more
than 600 American Spaces, a flexi-
ble partnership model run by the
US around the globe.

American Corners are inde-
pendently operated and run by
host institution partners, but re-
ceive funding, training, and sup-
port from the US government to
run programmes in six key areas

I n a mission to empower the

-- Alumni Engagement, English
Programmes, STEM Programmes,
Information about the U.S, Edu-
cation USA, Cultural Programmes
and Community Engagement.

The new American Corner will
offer reliable academic and re-
search resources via its eLibrary-
USA platform, English language,
skills and professional develop-
ment programmes, media liter-
acy workshops, exchange oppor-
tunities with US Institutions and
advising services for study in the
United States.

The American Corner part-
nership will also serve as a basis
to create more opportunities for
student exchanges and research
partnerships between CUSAT and
American universities. The ser-
vices at American Corner CUSAT
will be free of charge and open to
all. The corner is expected to open
in 2024.

Excited about the partnership,
Vice Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran
expressed hope that the Ameri-

American
Corners are
independently
operated and
run by host
institution
partners, but
receive funding,
training,

and support
from the US
government to
run programmes
in six key areas

can corner would result in more
fruitful research output and in-
novations through international
collaborations from the academic
arena of CUSAT.

“We are delighted to partner
with CUSAT to open a new Ameri-
can Corner right here in the heart
of Kochi.

This faculty-student led-proj-
ect will enable the people of Ker-
ala to build a closer relationship
with the United States, while at the
same time, open the door for us
to support the amazing work that
CUSAT and the Centre for Science
in Society is doing to inspire and
empower the next generation of
STEM enthusiasts, future scien-
tists, researchers, innovators, and
entrepreneurs,” said Consul Gen-
eral Hodges.

The programme concluded af-
ter discussions on widening coop-
eration between the universities.
Higher officials of the university,
faculty members and others were
present.
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Data Science Revolution on the Cards with
Support of Institute of Analytics, UK

In January, CUSAT and UK's Insti-
tute of Analytics (IoA) signed an
MoU to enhance collaboration in
the field of data science. IoA shall
associate with CUSAT to upgrade
the offerings in Data Science and
Analytics to meet the Education

Accreditation Criteria of the IoA.
The Institute of Analytics is a Glob-
al Professional Body of Data Sci-
ence & Analytics. Dr. P G Sankaran,
Vice Chancellor, presided over the
function.

The MoU was inked by Dr. V

OFFICIALS OF CUSAT AND INSTITUTE OF ANALYTICS, UK, INKING THE MOU

The MoU was
facilitated

by ISDC, the
nodal agency
in India for oA
accreditation

Meera, Registrar, CUSAT, and Dr.
Clare Walsh, Director of IoA, UK.
This MoU was facilitated by ISDC,
the nodal agency in India for IoA
accreditation.

Various departments of CUSAT
such as DDU Kaushal Kendra, De-
partment of Computer Applica-
tions, Department of Computer
Science, Department of Statistics,
Division of Computer Science
and Engineering and Divison of
Information Technology, SoE, will
be the beneficiaries of this collab-
oration.

Dr. Jagathy Raj V P, Director,
SMS, Dr. Zakkariya K A, Director
DDUKK, Dr. Hareesh N Ramana-
than, Director, IR, Dr. M V Judy,
Head, Computer Applications,
Dr. Smiju, Assistant Professor, SMS
and Lakshmi Narayanan G, Global
Head- Automation participated in
the ceremony.

Academic, Research Partnership with Bay of Bengal
Programme Inter-Governmental Organisation

USAT and the Bay of Ben-
C gal Programme Inter-Gov-
ernmental Organisation
(BoBP-IGO) in April officially
entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) aimed at
enhancing academic collabora-
tion and fostering mutual devel-
opment opportunities. The Bay of
Bengal Programme Inter-Govern-
mental Organisation (BOBP-1IGO),
set up in 2003, has Bangladesh,
India, Maldives and Sri Lanka as
its current members. Indonesia,
Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand
are cooperating with the organi-
sation as non-contracting parties.
Dr. P G Sankaran, Vice Chan-
cellor, CUSAT, and Dr. P Krishnan,

Director, BoBP-IGO, signed the
agreement in the presence of Dr.
Rishi Sharma Fisheries Resources
officer, FAO, Dr. Mazrouai Mo-
hammed , Regional Commission
for Fisheries (RECOFI), Dr. S Sabu,
Director, School of Industrial Fish-
eries, Dr. Hareesh Ramanathan,
Director, International Relations
and Dr. Mini Shekaran, Associate
Professor, School of Industrial
Fisheries.

Dr. P G Sankaran expressed his
enthusiasm about the collabora-
tion, stating, "This partnership
marks a significant milestone for
CUSAT, as it opens up avenues for
international collaboration and
enriches the academic experience

The Bay

of Bengal
Programme
Inter-
Governmental
Organisation
has Bangladesh,
India, Maldives
and Sri Lanka
as its current
members

for our students and faculty. We
look forward to fruitful exchanges
and impactful research initiatives
with BoBP-IGO."

Dr. P Krishnan, Director of
BoBP-IGO, emphasised on the
potential of this collaboration to
foster innovation and address re-
gional challenges. "We are delight-
ed to formalise this partnership
with CUSAT, a renowned institu-
tion with a strong commitment
to excellence in education and re-
search. By pooling our resources
and expertise, we can make signifi-
cant strides in addressing environ-
mental and socio-economic chal-
lenges faced by the Bay of Bengal
region,"” he remarked.
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OFFICIALS OF JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA, AND CUSAT AFTER SIGNING THE MOU

Double Degree Programmes to Begin in
Collaboration with James Cook University

s part of a collaboration,
CUSAT entered into a
memorandum of under-

standing (MoU) with James Cook
University, Australia, on January
31. Dr. David Craig, Vice Presi-
dent, International Affairs, James
Cook University, Australia & Dr.
Meera V, Registrar, CUSAT inked
the agreement.

The focus of the MoU is to start
double degree programmes and

Introduction

of integrated
3+2 academic
progression for
the engineering
departments

is also under
consideration

research collaborations initially
focusing on the School of Man-
agement Studies and School of
Marine Sciences. Introduction of
integrated 3+2 academic progres-
sion for the engineering depart-
ments is also under consideration.
Aproposal for ajoint research sta-
tion by both the universities in the
field of marine sciences has also
been initiated.

Dr. PG Sankaran, Vice Chancel-

lor, presided over the function. Dr.
Hareesh N Ramanathan, Director,
International Relations,

Dr. Sam Thomas, Director,
IQAC, Dr. Mohammed Hatha, Di-
rector, School of Marine Sciences,
Dr. Jagathy Raj V P, Director, SMS,
Dr. Zakkariya K A, Director, DDU
KK, Dr. S Sabu, Director, School of
Industrial Fisheries and Dr. Shib-
in, SP, Assistant Professor, NCAAH,
participated.

Cochin Shipyard to Set up Solar Power Lamps in SOE

he Indian Green Building Council,
CUSAT and Cochin Shipyard on
June 20 signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) for the transfer of
CSR funds to set up solar power lights

in the School of Engineering.

The MoU signed by CUSAT Registrar
Dr. V Sivanandan Achari was handed
over to the Shipyard by IGBC Secre-
tary Basil K U and Manager Nasreen
Khan. Sampath Kumar P N, Head, CSR,
Sasidradas P S, Yusuf A K and others

were also present.

A number of solar lights will be in-
stalled across School of Engineering
campus, significantly reducing power

consumption.

COCHIN SHIPYARD OFFICIALS HANDING OVER THE MQU TO IGBC, CUSAT
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Delegation from University of Tasmania on a Visit

delegation from the Uni-
versity of Tasmania, Aus-
tralia, visited CUSAT to ex-

plore avenues for future academic
and research cooperation. The visit
aimed to discuss potential collabo-
rations such as academic progres-
sion, twinning programmes, and
joint or dual degrees between the
two institutions. Tristanne Scott-
Durairajah, Associate Director of
Learning Abroad and Partnerships,
led the visit and Dr. Craig Deegan,
Professor of Accounting and Nitin
Sharma, Head of Partnerships rep-
resented Tasmania University.

Dr. P G Sankaran, Vice Chan-
cellor, Dr. Sam Thomas, Director,
Internal Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC), Dr. Mohammed Hatha,

Director, School of Marine Sci-
ences, Dr. Rajithakumar, Direc-
tor, School of Management Stud-
ies, Dr. Zakkarayia K A, Professor,

CUSAT OFFICIALS WITH THE DELEGATION FROM UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA

SMS, Dr. Hareesh N Ramanathan,
Director, International Relations,
welcomed the team on behalf of
CUSAT.

Spanish Maritime Law Expert Dr. Rabis M'Rabet
Temsamani in Campus for Three Months

r.Rabia M'Rabet Temsam-
ani, a Lecturer from the
International University

of Andalusia and Post-Doctoral
Research Fellow at the University
of JAEN, Spain, is in the Universi-
ty for a three-month research stay
from mid-April.

Dr. Temsamani, a specialist in
Public International Law and Mar-
itime Law is in Kochi in collabo-
ration with the School of Legal
Studies, and the Cochin Universi-
ty Maritime Club, under the stew-
ardship of faculty coordinators
Dr. Binu Mole K and Dr. Harigov-
ind P C. Her research focuses on
marine renewable energy, and
she looks forward to visiting and
studying initiatives in Kochi and
India related to this field.

Dr. Temsamani met Vice Chan-
cellor Dr. P G Sankaran, and dis-
cussed potential research col-
laborations and joint efforts in

1

DR. RABIA M'RABET TEMSAMANI

advancing higher education. This
visit is a valuable opportunity to
foster international collabora-
tion in marine renewable energy
research. The research stay is slat-
ed to span three months, during
which she will conduct compre-
hensive research on marine re-
newable energy while also em-
barking on visits to key initiatives

This is a great
opportunity

to foster
international
collaboration

in marine
renewable
energy research

in Kochi and across India. Her
interdisciplinary approach and
wealth of expertise are poised to
enrich both academic discourse
and practical applications in the
realm of sustainable energy.

A ‘Special Lecture on UNCLOS
and Marine Scientific Research’
organised by, Prof. N R Madhava
Menon Interdisciplinary Centre
for Research Ethics and Protocols,
in association with the Maritime
Club, School of Legal Studies was
led by Dr. Temsamani.

She presented a meticulous
examination of the UNCLOS pro-
visions pertaining to the conduct
of marine scientific research and
the coastal states rights and re-
sponsibilities in conducting the
research.

Dr. Vani Kesari A, Director,
ICREP, and Dr. Binumole K, As-
sistant Professor, School of Legal
Studies, spoke at the event.
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Finland Deputy Consul General Visits;
Academic Collaborations on the Anvil

collaborations and research

partnerships, CUSAT wel-
comed Tuure-Eerik Niemi, Deputy
Consul General of Finland, who
visited the university on March 12.
The visit saw discussions between
Niemi and CUSAT Vice Chancel-
lor Dr. P G Sankaran, Registrar
Dr. V Meera, and Dr. Hareesh N
Ramanathan, Director of Inter-
national Relations.

The meeting centered around
exploring future possibilities for
collaboration between CUSAT and
universities in Finland, aiming
at enhancing academic progres-
sion and research endeavours.
Deputy Consul General Niemi
expressed Finland's keen interest
in strengthening ties with CUSAT,
acknowledging the institution's
reputation for excellence in sci-
ence and technology education.

During the discussions, various
avenues for cooperation were ex-
plored, including student exchange
programmes, joint research initia-
tives, and faculty collaborations.
Both parties emphasised the poten-
tial benefits of such partnerships
in fostering cross-cultural under-

In a bid to foster academic

et

VICE CHANCELLOR DR. P G SANKARAN WELCOMING TUURE-EERIK NIEMI, DEPUTY CONSUL GENERAL OF FINLAND, IN THE
PRESENCE OF DR. V MEERA, REGISTRAR, AND DR. HAREESH N RAMANATHAN, DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

They explored
collaboration
possibilities
in enhancing
academic
progression
and research
endeavours

standing and advancing knowledge
in diverse fields.

Vice Chancellor Dr. P G San-
karan expressed optimism about
the prospects of collaboration
with Finland, highlighting the
mutual benefits it could bring to
both institutions. He emphasised
CUSAT's commitment to fostering
international partnerships for ac-

ademic excellence and innovation.

In conclusion, the visit of Dep-
uty Consul General Tuure-Eerik
Niemi marked a significant step
towards strengthening academic
ties between CUSAT and Finland.
Both parties expressed their com-
mitment to furthering collabora-
tion in the pursuit of academic ex-
cellence and research innovation.

Academic Interaction with Delegates from the Netherlands

An interactive session on en-
ergy research and green hy-
drogen with Delegates from the
Netherlands was organised in the
Department of Physics, on April 4.
Vice Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran
inaugurated the function and AN-
ERT (Agency for Non-Convention-
al Energy & Rural Technology) Sci-
entist F, K Prem Kumar, delivered
the introduction speech.

Paulina Chromik (Second Sec-
retary Economic & Commercial
Affairs, Embassy of the Kingdom

o S - AR

VICE CHANCELLOR DR. P G SANKARAN WELCOMING AULINA CHROMIK,
SECOND SECRETARY ECONOMIC & COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS, EMBASSY OF
THE KINGDOM OF NETHERLANDS

of Netherlands) and Dr. Aravind,
Professor of the University of
Groningen and Chairperson of
the Energy Conference, and Dr. Ta-
juddin Ahmed, who represented
the CAPE College of Engineering
led the sessions.

Representatives from IIT (In-
dian Institute of Technology) Pal-
akkad, NIT (National Institute of
Technology) Kozhikode and APJ
Abdul Kalam Technological Uni-
versity (KTU) participated in the
interactive session.
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CUSAT, St.Petersburg Electro Technical University,
RUSSIA-LETI to Offer Dual Masters in Science

DR. ANASTESIA MININA, VICE RECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, ST PETERSBURG ELECTROTECHNICAL UNIVERSITY, RUSSIA, AND DR. MEERA V, REGISTRAR, CUSAT,

INKING THE MOU ON DUAL MATERS IN SCIENCE

theacademic history of Kerala,
CUSAT will collaborate with
Saint Petersburg Electro Technical
University, RUSSIA -LETI to offer
a Dual Masters in Science (named
as Double Degree programme by
ETU LETI) in ‘New Generation
of Electronic Component Base’.
Saint Petersburg Electro Techni-
cal University, RUSSIA -LETI is a
highly renowned university with
QS world ranking within 700 and
the Nobel prize winning lab team.
A delegation headed by Dr.
Anastesia Minina, Vice Rector of
International Relations, St Pe-
tersburg ElectroTechnical Uni-
versity, Russia, along with Dr. Ju-
lia Fillipova, Deputy Head of the
International Academic Mobility
Office, visited CUSAT on April 8 to
announce the launch of the pro-
gramme, which will be an oppor-
tunity for knowledge and resource
sharing between the two universi-
ties. The collaboration with ETU
LETI will provide students a rare
chance to work and train under a
Nobel laureate team and well es-

I nafirst of its kind initiative in

The number

of students
proposed to

be admitted to
the programme
is 15, three of
them with a
scholarship

tablished labs.

At a time the semiconductor
industry is undergoing a rapid
growth in India and several in-
dustries have sprung up to achieve
self-sufficiency in this sector, the
programme will create a lot of
opportunities within India in the
field of semiconductor. Till now,
students from India had nearly
no opportunity to work in semi-
conductor labs due to a dearth of
labs in the country, making them
inexperienced and unfit for the
semiconductor industry. The dual
degree programme intends to mit-
igate this issue as the curriculum
formulated is of high level and in
line with the latest technology.

Dual MS in New Generation
of Electronic Component Base is
open to students who have com-
pleted B.Tech in Electronics and
Communication, Electrical and
Electronics, Instrumentation and
MSc in Physics, Electronics, Pho-
tonics and Instrumentation. The
number of students proposed to
be admitted to the programme is
15, three of them with a scholar-

ship.

All the students enrolled in the
Dual MS Degree Programme will
study at both CUSAT and LETL.
The students will spend their first
year in CUSAT. This will also cut
down on the expense and get them
a degree that would be accepted
worldwide without the barrier of
continents. Upon successful ful-
fillment of the programme and all
degree requirements at each in-
stitution, the students from LETI
and from CUSAT may be granted
academic degrees from both insti-
tutions.

In a press conference held in
CUSAT on April 8 to announce
the programme, Dr. P G Sankaran,
Vice Chancellor, Dr. Meera V, Reg-
istrar, Dr. Hareesh N Ramanathan,
Director, International Relations,
Dr. Manoj N, Controller of Ex-
aminations, Dr. Anastesia Mini-
na, Vice Rector of International
Relations, St Petersburg Electro-
Technical University, and Dr. Ju-
lia Fillipova, Deputy Head of the
International Academic Mobility
Office, attended.
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Collaborations in Oceanographic Exploration and
Follow-up is the Need of the Hour: Dr. Harilal Menon

r. Harilal Menon, Vice
Chancellor, Goa Uni-
versity, said that climate

change, green house effect and
industrial waste pose a challenge
to the ecological balance, espe-
cially in the marine ecosystem.
He was inaugurating the second
Maricon International Oceano-
graphic Conference organised by
the School of Marine Sciences, on
April 8.

“There is a need for coordinat-
ed action by institutions, individ-
uals and educational institutions
concerned with the conservation
and research activities of marine
species”. He added that ocean-
ographic research needs to be
pursued seriously at a time when
there is a crisis in the economic
and social distribution of natural
minerals and resources.

Vice Chancellor Dr. P G San-
karan presided over the function.

-
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DR. HARILAL MENON, VICE CHANCELLOR, GOA UNIVERSITY, INAUGURATING THE SECOND MARICON CONCLAVE

Dr. Bijoy Nandan, Vice Chancellor,

More than Kannur University, Dr. Thamban

1000 delegates | Melath, Director, Indian Polar

from India Studies Centre, Dr. Muhammed

and abroad Hatha, Director, School of Ma-

participated in rine Sciences, Dr. P § Sunli(l and
Programme Convenor, spoke.

:jh?.gvent.s and More than 1000 delegates from

eliberations India and abroad participated in

various events and deliberations.
450 abstracts were presented at
the programme. Dr. P K Abdul
Azeez, Dr. K Damodaran, Dr. KT
Damodaran, Dr. S Rajendran, Dr.
Jacob Chacko, Dr. P G Kurup, Dr.
Ram Mohan were honoured for
their contributions to research in
Marine Sciences and Earth Science.

Colleges in Kerala to be Allowed to Open Campus
Industrial Parks: Minister P Rajeeve

n January 16, P Rajeeve,
Minister of Industries,
Law and Coir, inaugurat-

ed the IIC Regional Meet - 2024
hosted by School of Engineering,
in association with the Ministry of
Education’s Innovation Cell and
All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE). Speaking at
the event, Minister Rajeeve said
that private industrial parks will
be allotted to various colleges in
Kerala which have ample space.
‘1.5 crore will be given as initial
incentive fund for such parks.
About 50 such private industrial
parks will be started this financial
year,” he added.

About a thousand people at-

P RAJEEVE, MINISTER OF INDUSTRIES, LAW AND COIR, INAUGURATING
THE IIC REGIONAL MEET - 2024

tended the function presided over
by Dr. P G Sankaran, Vice Chan-
cellor. Visitors were attracted by

the innovation stalls that show-
cased thermal shoes for soldiers
in winter made by students of
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan School,
Irinjalakuda, Geopolymer con-
crete construction possible to car-
ry out without water and cement
and automatic irrigation system
based on soil temperature by CU-
SAT students, vermicompost made
by students of Cochin College and
Greenmeat by Kalamassery-based
start-up Greenovative Foods.
Dipan Sahu, Assistant Innova-
tion Director, MoE’s Innovation
Cell, Narendra Singh, Deputy
Director, AICTE, Dr. K K Saju, IIC
President, SoE, Dr. Sobha Cyrus,
Principal, SoE, also spoke.
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ANTONY PRINCE, PRESIDENT & CEO, GTR CAMPBELL MARITIME
CONSULTANTS LTD., SPEAKING AT THE SEMINAR

Maritime Seminar on
Different Dimensions
of Shipping

Kunjali Marakkar School of Marine Engineer-
ing, along with Institute of Marine Engineer-
ing (Kochi branch), conducted a National
Maritime Seminar on ‘Different Dimensions
of Shipping - The Challenges & Opportuni-
ties’ on February 14.

Dr. P G Sankaran, Vice Chancellor, presided
over the function. Antony Prince, President &
CEO, GTR Campbell Maritime Consultants
Ltd. was the Chief Guest and Suresh Kurup,
Managing Director, M/s. Synergy Oceanic Ser-
vice India Pvt. Ltd was the Guest of Honour.
Deepak Shetty IRS (Rtd.), Senior Advisor (In-
dia) to the MACN, and Former Director Gen-
eral of Shipping, also addressed the meeting.

Seminar on Impact of
Intellectual Property Laws
on Agriculture Sector

An international seminar on Tmpact of Intel-
lectual Property Laws on the Agricultural Sec-
tor' was held at the Inter-University Center for
IPR Studies, on March 1 and 2. Legal experts,
researchers, farmers and representatives of
agricultural organisations from within and
outside the country participated in this con-
ference organised by IUCIPRS, and Uchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan-Ruza, a central government
project.

The programme was conducted under the
leadership of IUCIPRS Director Dr. M Bhasi,
School of Legal Studies, Assistant Professor
Dr. Aarti Ashok, IUCIPRS Assistant Dr. Kavita
Chalaikal, Organising Secretary Blaise Babu
and others.

National Seminar Held on Public Health
System at the Grassroot Level in India

THE RELEASE OF ‘PUBLIC HEALTH SYSTEM: A REGULATORY AND POLICY ASSESSMENT’

P rof. N R Madhava Menon Cen-
tre for Research Ethics and
Protocols (ICREP) hosted a two-
day National Seminar on ‘Public
Health System at the Grassroot
level in India: Regulatory and Pol-
icy Level Approach’ on January 17
and 18.

The seminar was inaugurated
by Dr. Prathap Somanath, Princi-
pal, Government Medical College,
Ernakulam in the presence of Dr.
Manoj N,, Controller of Examina-

tions, and Coordinator, RUSA 2.0
Project, Dr. S M Sunoj, Professor,
Department of Statistics, & Dean,
Faculty of Science, Dr. Santhosh
Kumar S., Professor, SMS, and Dr.
Vani Kesari A., Honorary Director
of the Centre.

The Seminar was followed by
the release of a book titled ‘Public
Health System: A Regulatory and
Policy Assessment’. The two-day
seminar was attended by faculty,
experts and students across India.
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Dr. L Suneetha Bai Smriti Puraskar Presented

he third edition of Dr.
TL Suneetha Bai Smriti Pu-

raskar, instituted in honour
of the late academician and schol-
ar in Hindi, Malayalam, Sanskrit
and Konkani, were presented on
April 4 at the Department of Hin-
di. Dr. L Suneetha Bai Gyan Puras-
kar (for Hindi literary criticism),
Dhishna Puraskar (awarded to a
scholar in Hindi literature) and
Medha Puraskar (to two meritori-
ous students in MA degree final ex-
aminations) are instituted by Adwv.
Balakrishna Shenoi, the spouse of

the former head of Department of

Hindi. Dr. Seema Chandran, Assis- | The Medha

tant Professor in Hindi at Central | Pyraskars were

IDJni\IIJerssity Oifﬂ;l?’ Greceiv;d the won by Meenu
r. L Suneetha Bai Gyan Puras-

kar 2023, for her work ‘Samay Ka Noushad and

Sachch’ on literary criticism. The Praveena, (, who

award consists of 315,000, a me- secured first a_”d

mento and a citation. second ranks in

Eminent scholar T K Prabha- | MA Hindi
karan, former HoD of Hindi,

Government Victoria College,
Palakkad, won the Dr. L Suneetha
Bai Dhishna Puraskar 2023, for his
overall contribution to Hindi lan-
guage and literature. The award
consists of ¥10,000, a memento
and a citation.

The Medha Puraskars were re-
ceived by Meenu Noushad and
Praveena C, who secured the first
and second ranks in M A Hindi. Vice

VICE CHANCELLOR DR. P G SANKARAN AWARDING DR. L SUNEETHA BAI DHISHNA PURASKAR 2023 TO
T K PRABHAKARAN AND DR. L SUNEETHA BAI GYAN PURASKAR 2023 TO DR. SEEMA CHANDRAN,

Chancellor Dr. PG Sankaran distrib-
uted the awards. Dr. R Sasidharan,
Emeritus Professor, Dr. Praneetha P,
Head, Department of Hindi, Dr. Sasi
Gopalan, Syndicate member, Dr. K
Ajitha, Dean, Humanities, Dr. Brin-
da Bala Sreenivasan, HoD, English
and Foreign Languages, Ramachan-
dran K K, secretary, Hindi Alumni
Association, and Dr. Nimmy A A,
Associate Professor spoke.

STREAM Ecosystem State-Level
Advisory Committee Meet Held

Director of general Edu-
cation Shanavas IAS and

officials from Samagra Shiksha
Kerala (SSK) and SCERT met at
the Administrative Office of CU-
SAT on April 20 to discuss the
constitution of the State-level
Advisory Committee of STREAM
Ecosystem project helmed by
the University and SSK.

At the meeting presided by
Dr. P G Sankaran, Vice Chancel-
lor, the project was presented by
Dr. B Shaji, State Programme Of-
ficer, SSK. Dr. Shaiju P, Director,
Centre for Science in Society,
presented the evaluation report
of STREAM ecosystem.

The meeting was attended by
Dr. Supriya A R, Director, SSK,

Vidyakiranam.

Dr. Jayaprakash R K, Director,
SCERT, Dr. Sam Thomas, Direc-
tor, IQAC, CUSAT, and Dr. C Ra-
makrishnan, State coordinator,

The STREAM Ecosystem proj-
ect, touted as a landmark initia-
tive in Indian education, will
constitute Stream Hubs with
innovative lab infrastructure
in block resource centre (BRC)
levels, promote technology-en-
hanced learning with the sup-
port of digital platforms, cre-
dentialing system, out-of-school
education, holistic practices and
knowledge resources from var-
ious backgrounds. Under the
project, over 500 educators have
been trained so far.

‘More Study Needed
Reverse Migration’

“Studies should be done on reverse migration,
to bring back our people who have left our
state for education and employment,” opined
Vice Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran at a one-day
national seminar on Post- COVID migration
trends and its future’ organised in January by
the Department of Applied Economics and
the CSSEIP.

Dr. Vinoj Abraham, Centre for Develop-
ment Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, deliv-
ered the keynote address.
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Seminar on IPR Organised

The Sophisticated Test And Instrumentation
Centre (STIC), in association with Kerala State
Council for Science, Technology and Environ-
ment (KSCSTE) conducted a seminar on Intel-
lectual Property Rights at the Department of
Ship Technology.

Vice Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran inau-
gurated the Seminar and stressed upon the
need for filing more patents by the research
community and faculties of CUSAT.

Prominent Patent Attorney Adv. Benoy
Kadvan and Patent expert Dr. Asha (KSCSTE)
led the classes on IPR.
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Three-day FDP Organised
for CBSE School Teachers

The School of Man-
agement Studies, in
February, organised
a three-day Online
Faculty Develop-
ment programme
on the topic ‘Gam-
ification for Learn-
ing and Develop-
ment’ for 250 CBSE
School teachers DR MANUMELWIN JOY
across the state.

Gamification in learning involves the use
of game-based elements such as competition,
collaboration, point scoring and so on, to im-
prove astudent’s engagement and motivation.
As full-fledged games are not possible in a
classroom, gamification has the potential to
improve learner engagement, particularly in
the context of online classes. The programme
was led by Dr. Manu Melwin Joy, Assistant Pro-
fessor at School of Management Studies, who
is an international trainer in gamification.

Remembering
Harishankar Parsai

A- two-day na- AR
tional semi-

naron theliterary
works of Harish-
ankar Parsai was
organised by the
Department of
Hindj, in associa-
tion with Alumni
Association and  HARISANKAR PARSAI
Vaniprakasan in

March. Vice Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran
inaugurated the programme.

Famous satirical writer and critic Dr.
Prem Janamejai (Delhi) delivered the
introductory speech on the occasion.
Dr. Ganapat Rathod (Maharashtra) and
Mamta Trivedi (Calcutta) were the key-
note speakers of the seminar.

Dr. Praneetha.P, Head of the Hindi
Department, presided over the function..

rof. N R Madhava Menon

Interdisciplinary Centre for
Research Ethics and Protocols,
organised a 'Two- Day Nation-
al Interdisciplinary Seminar on
Biological Invasions: Trends and
Challenges', in collaboration with
the School of Industrial Fisheries
and under sponsorship from the
Kerala State Biodiversity Board on
January 23 and 24.

The seminar was inaugurat-
ed by Dr. Pradeep Kumar T., Vice
Chancellor, Kerala University of
Fisheries and Ocean Studies in the

National Seminar eld at ICREP

presence of Dr. Vani Kesari A., Di-
rector, ICREP, Dr. M Harikrishnan,
School of Industrial Fisheries, and
Dr. S Sabu, Director, School of In-
dustrial Fisheries.

The sessions discussed the gen-
eral perspectives on Biological
Invasions, Invasions in terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystems and the
regulation of biological invasions.
The programme saw the participa-
tion of around hundred persons
from the disciplines of forestry,
environmental sciences, fisheries,
law etc,.

JANUARY-JUNE 2024 + 39



TEJUS | DISCOURSE

10-day Erudite Scholar in Residence Programme

10-day 'Erudite Scholar in

Residence' programme was
organised by the Department of
Computer Applications in associ-
ation with Kerala State Council of
Higher Education from January 4
toJanuary 13. Inaugurated by dis-
tinguished Erudite Scholar, Dr.
Sanjay Madria, a Curators Distin-
guished Professor from Missouri
University, Rolla, who engaged in
delivering public research talks
at the Department of Computer
Applications.

Dr. M Kailasnath, Dean Facul-
ty of Technology and Professor at
the International School of Pho-
tonics, was the chief guest at the
programme. He emphasised on
the importance of fostering aca-
demic collaboration and knowl-
edge exchange.

Dr. M V Judy, Coordinator
and Head of the Department of
Computer Applications, warmly
welcomed the attendees. Dr. Vish-

-
3
[

DR. SANJAY MADRIA, CURATORS DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR FROM MISSOURI UNIVERSITY, SPEAKING AT THE EVENT

It aims at
fostering an
environment
conducive to
collaborative
research and
innovation

nukumar S., Associate Professor,
Department of Computer Applica-
tions, extended the vote of thanks.

The public research talks are ex-
pected to enrich the understand-
ing of cutting-edge advancements
in computer science and technol-
ogy. The Kerala State Higher Ed-
ucation Council Erudite Scholar

in Residence Programme aims to
strengthen the ties between aca-
demia and industry, fostering an
environment conducive to collab-
orative research and innovation.

The initiative is aligned with
the vision of promoting academic
excellence and nurturing a culture
of continuous learning.

Distinguished Faculty Lecture Series

he Distinguished Faculty
Lecture Series was organ-
ised at the School of Manage-
ment Studies (SMS). Kishore
Rungta, Chairman and Man-
aging Director of Kochi FACT
Limited, delivered the keynote
address at the event held at the
CUSAT Seminar Complex.
This is the first time that a
university in Kerala is organis-

ing a series under this distin-
guished faculty lecture series
scheme as per UGC norms.

Dr. P G Sankaran, Vice Chan-
cellor honored Kishore Rung-
ta, who was chosen as a distin-
guished faculty member. He
explained to the management
students of SMS how FACT, a
public sector institution, be-
came profitable.

Prof. Rajarshi Chakrabarti
Delivers Prof. K K Mohammed
Yusuff Endowment Lecture

he Department of Applied Chemistry, on May 8

organised Prof. K K Mohammed Yusuff endow-
ment lecture. Prof. Rajarshi Chakrabarti from IIT,
Mumbai, delivered a lecture on the title 'Statistical
Mechanics of Active Polymers: From Dilute to Dense
Phase' at the Seminar Hall of the Department of Ap-
plied Chemistry.
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Chess Fervour Reflects at 33rd CUSAT
FIDE Rated Tournament

The tournament saw an impressive turnout of 612 chess intellectuals, ranging from
young prodigies to experienced masters

he 33rd CUSAT FIDE Rat-

ed Chess Tournament, held
from May 27 to May 30 at CUSAT
marked a significant event in the
Indian chess calendar. Attracting a
remarkable number of 612 partic-
ipants from various states across
India, the tournament showcased
a blend of seasoned players and
promising new talents, reflect-
ing the growing popularity and
competitive spirit of chess in the
country.

The event was meticulously
organised by the Department of
Physical Education in association
with CUSAT Chess Club, providing
an excellent environment for the
participants. The tournament saw
an impressive turnout of 612 chess

DR. P G SANKARAN, VICE CHANCELLOR, INAUGURATING THE 33RD CUS,

T 21 X
AT FIDE RATED CHESS TOURNAMENT

intellectuals, ranging from young The competition was conduct-
prodigies to experienced masters. | ed ina Swiss-system format, span- | 11€ €Vent was
Players from Maharashtra, Tamil | ning eight rounds over four days. | Organised by
Nadu, West Bengal, Karnataka, | This structure allowed each par- | Dept of Physical
and Delhi, among others, com- | ticipant to play against opponents | Edycation and
peted, adding to the tournament's | with similar scores, ensuring a fair CUSAT Chess
diversity and competitive edge. and balanced competition. Club
Category Prize Winners
1 Woman Udupi Avani Acharya Karnataka 5.5
2 Senior Citizen Mohanan U C Kerala 6
3 Veteran SajiCC Kerala
4 CUSAT Vishnu B Bal Kerala 5
5 Unrated Yash Bijalani Karnataka 5.5
6 Rating 1400-1640 Mithilesh P Andhra Pradesh 6.5
7 Rating 1641-1880 Shirodhkar Ayush Goa 6.5
8 Under 8 Boys Devanarayanan Kalliyath ~ Kerala 4.5
9 Under 8 Girls Sana Vijesh Kerala 4.5
10  Under10 Samaksh Ashok Karnataka 5.5
11 Under13 Siddhanth Poonja Karnataka 6.5
12 Under 15 Krishna Karnataka 6

Unnikrishnan M A of Kerala,
a Chess Coach from Thiruvanan-
thapuram District won the title
scoring 7.5 points from 8 rounds,
lifted the Trophy and bagged Cash
award of ¥30,000. Second to ten
positions were respectively won
by M/s Ajjesh J R Tamil Nadu(7),
Balkishan A Karnataka (7), Arul
Anand SPK Karnataka (7), Praveen
KB Tamil Nadu (7), Unas KA Kerala
(7),Ahaz E UKerala (6.5 ), Abdallah
M Nisthar Kerala (6.5 ), Dharmaraj
P Tamil Nadu (6.5) and Prasanth J
Naik Karnataka (6.5).

The Tournament was inaugu-
rated by Dr. P G Sankaran, Vice
Chancellor, on May 27 at Stu-
dents Amenity Centre. Woman
International Master Dr. Nimmy A
George, who is a former Research
Scholar of CUSAT, was honoured
by the CUSAT community.

Dr. Sivanandan Achari, Regis-
trar, presented her a memento in
appreciation of her contributions
to Kerala Chess.
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Discourse on Germany and Its Culture

he Department of English

and Foreign Languages on
March 26 organised a talk on
Germany and German culture,
moderated by HoD Dr. Brinda Bala
Sreenivasan.

In a captivating presentation,
Miriam Merkle, a distinguished
faculty member of Goethe Insti-
tute, Kochi, illuminated the multi-
faceted identity of Germany under
the thematic umbrella of ‘Germa-
ny: Land of opportunities, Coun-
try of poets and Thinkers, Land of
Technology, and Land of Science’.

Drawing upon her deep ex-
pertise and passion for German
culture, Merkle delivered an en-
lightening discourse that resonat-
ed with attendees seeking to un-
cover the essence of this dynamic
nation.

She underscored Germany’s
reputation as a land of opportu-
nities, characterised by its thriving
economy, robust infrastructure,

il

rll- by

The talk was
moderated by
Head of the
Department
Dr. Brinda Bala
Sreenivasan

MIRIAM MERKLE, A DISTINGUISHED FACULTY MEMBER OF GOETHE INSTITUTE, KOCHI, DELIVERING THE TALK

and commitment to innovation.
Through a nuanced exploration
of Germany’s economic land-
scape, she elucidated the myriad
avenues available for individuals
seeking professional growth and
advancement within its borders.
From the profound philosophi-
cal musings of Kant and Nietzsche
to the timeless literary masterpiec-

es of Goethe and Schiller, she illu-
minated how Germany’s cultural
heritage continues to inspire and
captivate minds around the world.
The talk served as a compelling
testament to Germany’s multi-
faceted identity and the nation’s
status as a beacon of opportunity,
a cradle of intellectualism, and a
vanguard of innovation.

AICTE Training Conducted

Instrumentation Department Organises

he Department of Instru-

mentation, organised an
official convocation ceremony
for the students who have com-
pleted their PhD, MTech and
BTech from the department in
the academic year 2024. 75%
of BTech Instrumentation stu-
dents were selected in various
established companies with the
best salary package.

Ofﬁ_cial Gradu_ation Ceremony

A% 1 S g A,

Dr. KN Raghavan IRS was the
chief guest of the function. Dr.
P G Sankaran, Vice Chancellor,
Dr. Pankaj Sagar, Head of the
Department, Dr. Sivanandan
Achari, Registrar, Dr. K N Mad-
husoodhanan, Former Vice
Chancellor, Anurath M S, faculty
member of the department and
Anupama S Kumar, P Gourisan-
kar and others spoke.

T

Afaculty development programme on Univer-
sal Human Values was conducted on February
29 in the university under the All India Coun-
cil of Technical Education (AICTE). Since
2017, such training programmes have been
conducted in technical education institutions
with the aim of imparting human values to
students. About 50 teachers from different
departments participated in the training.

The programme was inaugurated by
School of Engineering Principal Dr. Sobha
Cyrus. U H V Cell Coordinator Dr. Deepa G
Nair, Dr. Sunil Kumar, Jayaprakash G, Priya
C Vspoke.
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Training Programme
in Star Labeling

The Indian Green Building Council (IGBC)
with the support of its CUSAT Chapter, and in
association with Energy Management Centre
(EMC) and Thiruvananthapuram Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE) conducted a training
programme on 'Standards and Labelling' at
CUSAT. More than 100 members including
teachers and students participated. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated by Dr. Sobha Cyrus,
Principal, School of Engineering. Dr. Asha
Elizabeth Daniel, Head, Division of Electrical
and Electronics Engineering, Babu Varghese,
Sriganesh V Nair and Deepa Ganesh spoke.

W, e
Peri

n March 14, a group of stu-

dents and faculty from
Periyar University, Dharmapuri
Campus, Tamil Nadu, visited the
Department of English and For-
eign Languages as part of an indus-
trial visit. Led by Dr. C Govindraj,
the Head of the Department of
English, the visit aimed to provide

students with insights into the ac-
ademic and research endeavours

yar University Students Visit DEFL

e 3

of CUSAT and to foster interaction
between the two academic insti-
tutions.

The visit commenced with an
interaction session helmed by
Deepti Santhosh. Nair, guest fac-
ulty for German language. She
shed light on the importance of
the German language and the op-
portunities available for studying
in Germany.

46 -+ JANUARY-JUNE 2024



TEJUS | COCURRICULAR

hIRIINIMUNINY@IWIMNIZe MUMI(BINAIZ0:
nl@1ua1rIM 1E]a12S] MUonpIS]Aila)3

BQISHLIDUDILIVIE LI 6B BO@D

80 aH{GMO (N0all QUM allo
830aH{18 B8VIOOHAVGl &B0al DAY
(8.00)0V.00ag)) @0 Mo@ISMAOD]
‘allEy®@  MeGIGMANe VM@
mloae” ag)om AileH@OWI@D aldludl
£IM al@lalos] avoeeisl flap. erul
BVAUWINV(@® alOMBH(MBo M3
W@OBS00, BIaHID GBSV
80af DAMIWIOS (@l milawad)o,

M3 &0al MO0 V@MV
003 aljda aflzpdmdlaymo@ eawo.
ag)B.all.&}058 @M @oemi
Alaimo ailensy MI@EEAM aldludlel
mowleng 93°e10sm @:demo wldal
a0la@. o@endlenss ojlenoomny
200003 eleenI0solaileel eu.
UD}E AVEMYMMOLE @OWIBH @ IMo
o NSO

nEOmIOd Moo Mmoo @Ie1d

QMO AU@IVIMOOD of)6836M
avjpdlmleeymealm aloleeoad
aileye qmeeIBm MVoEE:@ IS Qll3y
a)EBROM HIVIGHARID] 9alEWI
B9 o) M@IDVIOIM} (EIWOIM
Q0o 2lBa| ©2IQY6Q|SO. AN
aflapepmy aseflong el
eNIM BEDWIASNG RVAIW)
88 alOluWleIMOmIT panyleel
allallw »weAIaHem  GH((3633UD,
CHIEBNHUD ag)mlaiaileel all
BOAMAlS03B0 @OELISHABN0
a10ludleimo M@dH.

M2aeM@d Olemds emuadmilears
&IVZA LIMI(@E2E WO il ail
momaeml], MIEUd 630al) MOSOND
ML@ABM) AWDOGHSB BAWI. af) af)
2320023 N0, OBHAlBHTD G30aHy
eMIafdl QU] eawoll cawo.
aH22) o) o), G, G2R0Ba0l0d
B230(MVal), BA. aneNnilent 0admO0d
& af)MIQUIB MVoMIG] ).

Q::: \: ;:"I r’ ‘r’

i

Substance Abuse Awareness

A programme, ‘Awareness on Substance
Abuse’ was conducted on May 15 at Kunjali
Marakkar School of Marine Engineering. The
programme was inaugurated by N Ashok Ku-
mar, Joint Commissioner of Excise, Centre
Zone, Kochi.

The inaugural session was presided over
by Dr. Sivanandan Achari, Registrar,. Dr.
R Venugopal, Director, KMSME, welcomed
the gathering.

Felicitation speech was given by KMSME
PTA Vice President A K Babu. Dr. Jis George,
Course in-charge, presented the vote of
thanks.

ASHWIN A K & PAWAN KALYAN OF JAIN UNIVERSITY RECEIVING THE FIRST PRIZE

he first edition of Chakra-
vyuha - The Business Quiz,
organised by SMS Quiz Club of
School of Management Studies,
concluded on May 11. It was a
National level event which in-
cluded 17 teams from Kerala,
Bengaluru and Coimbatore.
The first prize was bagged
by Ashwin A K & Pawan Kalyan

National Business Quiz Contest Ends

of Jain University, Bengaluru
and second prize was bagged
by Yeldho Shem Mathew from
Rajagiri College of Social Scienc-
es, Kalamassery. The event was
hosted by Dr. Nishith Anand.

The prizes were distributed
by Dr. Rajithakumar, Director,
SMS, and the Faculty Coordina-
tor of the Club.
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SARGAM 202

The Festival of Talents

Sargam 2024, the Cochin University
Arts Festival held from February 29
to March 4, saw the participation

of 2,000 students participating in
at least 68 categories including
essay writing, poetry, elocution,
instrumental percussion and non-
percussion, wind eastern and western,
group music, video choreography

and adapt tune among others. Zone

3, comprising departments from the
main campus of CUSAT including
School of Legal Studies, Departments
of Computer Application and Ship
Technology, and International School
of Photonics, emerged victorious

and secured the coveted trophy. The
competitions were held between eight
Zones in 110 events of the festival
across 2 venues.




COCHIN UNIVERSITY
ARTS FEST
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List of PhD Theses Published in January-June 2024

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Sandeep M N, Studies On Ground Vibration and Rayleigh
Wave Propagation In Soft Soils Due To High-Speed Railways,
Dr. Beena K$

Rema Devi M, Investigation On Cancellation of Self-
Noise Induced Interference Effects In Passive Towed Array
Sonar for Shallow Ocean Operations, Dr. R Rajesh, Dr. N
Sureshkumar

AnilaPV, Metaresonators for Radio-Frequency Applications,
Dr. P Mohanan

Anjali B Kumar, Samakaleen Hindi Katha Sahithya Mein
Jaduyi Yatharth, Dr. K Ajitha

Ebina Justin Enhancing Intrinsic Motivation and
Work Performance: Role of Gamification Among It
Professionals, Dr. Manu Melwin Joy

Sumitha N S, Superparamagnetic Customisable Drug
Delivery Devices From Spions Functionalised,With
Nanocellulose and Chitosan for Targeted Cancer Therapy
by Magnetic Hyperthermia and Magneto-Responsive
Doxorubicin Delivery: Design, Synthesis and In Vitro
Biofunctional Performance Evaluation, Dr. Sailaja G S

Princy Ann Thomas, An Efficient Framework for
Continuous Non-Intrusive User Authentication Using Deep
Learning, Dr. Preetha Mathew K

Smitha John, Development of A Hand Therapeutic
Application for Improving Hand Dexterity In Children With
Poor Hand writing, Prof. (Dr.) Renumol VG

Retheesh T B, Fishery and Biology of Common Dolphinfish
(Coryphaena Hippunts Linnaeus 1758), Exploited Along
The Kerala Coast, Dr. E M Abdussamad

Sivan C, Water Vapour Transport Through Tropical
Tropopause Layer and Cirrus Cloud Variability Over Indian
Summer Monsoon Region, Dr. Satheesan K

Soumya S, Identification and Analysis of Sentiments From
Malayalam Text Using Machine Learning Approaches, Dr.
KV Pramod

Muhammed Sajid N, Green Consumption for A Sustainable
Future In An Emerging Economy: Factors Influencing The
Adoption of Zero Waste Lifestyle, Dr. Zakkariya K A

Lakshmi B, Optical, Magnetic and Magneto-Optical
Characteristics of Cofezo+ and Ni Based Magnetoplasmonic
Nanostructures, Dr. Pramod Gopinath

FasilaKA, Design and Development of An Efficient Security
Scheme for Distributed Iot Networks Based On Blockchain
and Cellular Automata, Dr. Sheena Mathew

Shimmi Asokan, Formal Modeling and Verification of

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
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